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The single greatest indicator of whether or not you will survive a cancer
diagnosis is health insurance status. 

States that closed their coverage gap saw lower mortality in breast, colon and lung
cancer compared to states that have not closed the gap.

"If you are uninsured, and you are diagnosed with cancer, you have a 60% greater
chance of dying from cancer than if you were insured and diagnosed with cancer."

 

 Dr. Otis Brawley, former Chief Medical Officer, American Cancer Society

Cancer is the leading cause of death in North Carolina. 

Breast cancer patients living in states with the lowest income
eligibility for Medicaid (<50% FPL) had a 31% greater

mortality risk than states with expanded eligibility. Patients
with other types of cancer had similar increased mortality.

Increasing eligibility for health insurance through Medicaid
may help improve cancer diagnosis and survival.

Closing the coverage gap would improve access to screening
and timely symptom evaluation, which promotes early

detections and improved outcomes for patients.

Uninsured patients are less likely to be screened for cancer, increasing chances of an
advanced diagnosis where survival is less likely and care is more expensive.

Closing the coverage gap means more cancer survivors in North Carolina.
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