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Closing the health insurance coverage gap would bring
increased health coverage, economic growth, and job

creation in North Carolina. 

Prior to the pandemic, it was estimated that 500,000 North
Carolinians would benefit from closing the coverage gap. Now
up to 750,000 North Carolinians would gain health insurance
coverage by closing the coverage gap [1].

North Carolina would receive approximately 4 billion dollars
annually in federal funds by closing the health insurance
coverage gap [2].

Closing the coverage gap would create 37,200 more jobs across
the state [2].

82% of rural hospital closures nationwide in the last five years
have been in non-expansion states [3].

Statewide Impact
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Closing the health insurance coverage gap benefits rural,
suburban, and urban areas in North Carolina. 

Rural Counties

11,446 new jobs by 2022

279,891 people would gain health coverage

$1.98 billion growth in gross county product from 2020-2022

$33.7 million growth in county tax revenue from 2020-2022

Suburban Counties 

8,179 new jobs by 2022

150,102  people would gain health coverage

$1.63 billion growth in gross county product from 2020-2022

$26.37 million growth in county tax revenue from 2020-2022

Urban Counties

17,532 new jobs by 2022

203,888 people would gain health coverage

$3.85 billion growth in gross county product from 2020-2022

$45.4 million growth in county tax revenue from 2020-2022

Rural and Urban Impact

Source: The Economic and Employments Benefits of expanding Medicaid in North Carolina. Research
commissioned by Cone Health Foundation and Kate B. Reynolds Charitable 
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Closing North Carolina’s Coverage Gap 

Alamance County 
What is the coverage gap?  
Today, thousands of people in Alamance County cannot get health care when they need it because they 
can’t afford health insurance. Many of these people are in the “coverage gap,” meaning their incomes 
are too low to get a subsidy on healthcare.gov, but they don’t qualify for Medicaid.  
 
North Carolina can close its coverage gap by allowing these people to enroll in the Medicaid program.  
Closing the coverage gap means better health, more jobs for the community and more resources to 
combat the opioid epidemic ravaging our communities. 
 
Impact in Alamance County if North Carolina closes its coverage gap:   
 
1. Closing the coverage gap would expand access to affordable care. 

x Approximately 10,428 additional people in Alamance County would gain access to coverage.1 
 

2. Closing the coverage gap would create local jobs and help the economy.  
x 787 new jobs in Alamance County.1 
x $159,300,000 in Alamance County business activity.1 
x $2,375,500 in new county revenue.1 

3. Closing the coverage gap is necessary to fight the opioid crisis.   
x Hundreds of uninsured local people with substance use disorders could receive treatment.  
x In 2017, there were 33 opioid deaths and 127 emergency department visits for opioid overdose 

in Alamance County.2  
x Opioid deaths in Dayton, Ohio have fallen by 54%, thanks largely to closing coverage gap.  
x “Thank God we expanded Medicaid.”— Ohio Gov. John Kasich, 2018 

4. Zero dollars in new state taxes for Alamance families.   
x Federal government would pay 90% of costs.  
x Remaining 10% would be funded by a small assessment on hospitals and other health care 

providers. 
x “There's no doubt it's been helpful…We've been able to do it to date without a single New 

Hampshire taxpayer dollar. No state taxes go into it." — New Hampshire Gov. Chris Sununu, 
2017 

 
1 Ku, L., Bruen, B & Brantley, E. (2019). The Economic and Employment Costs of Not Expanding Medicaid in North Carolina: A 2019 Update. 
https://www.conehealthfoundation.com/foundation/nc-medicaid-expansion/ 
2 NC Opioid Action Plan Data Dashboard. https://injuryfreenc.shinyapps.io/OpioidActionPlan/ 
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Closing North Carolina’s Coverage Gap 

Alexander County 
What is the coverage gap?  
Today, thousands of people in Alexander County cannot get health care when they need it because they 
can’t afford health insurance. Many of these people are in the “coverage gap,” meaning their incomes 
are too low to get a subsidy on healthcare.gov, but they don’t qualify for Medicaid.  
 
North Carolina can close its coverage gap by allowing these people to enroll in the Medicaid program.  
Closing the coverage gap means better health, more jobs for the community and more resources to 
combat the opioid epidemic ravaging our communities. 
 
Impact in Alexander County if North Carolina closes its coverage gap:   
 
1. Closing the coverage gap would expand access to affordable care. 

x Approximately 2,367 additional people in Alexander County would gain access to coverage.1 
 

2. Closing the coverage gap would create local jobs and help the economy.  
x 72 new jobs in Alexander County.1 
x $7,500,000 in Alexander County business activity.1 
x $193,500 in new county revenue.1 

3. Closing the coverage gap is necessary to fight the opioid crisis.   
x Hundreds of uninsured local people with substance use disorders could receive treatment.  
x In 2017, there were 6 opioid deaths and 22 emergency department visits for opioid overdose in 

Alexander County.2  
x Opioid deaths in Dayton, Ohio have fallen by 54%, thanks largely to closing coverage gap.  
x “Thank God we expanded Medicaid.”— Ohio Gov. John Kasich, 2018 

4. Zero dollars in new state taxes for Alexander families.   
x Federal government would pay 90% of costs.  
x Remaining 10% would be funded by a small assessment on hospitals and other health care 

providers. 
x “There's no doubt it's been helpful…We've been able to do it to date without a single New 

Hampshire taxpayer dollar. No state taxes go into it." — New Hampshire Gov. Chris Sununu, 
2017 

 
1 Ku, L., Bruen, B & Brantley, E. (2019). The Economic and Employment Costs of Not Expanding Medicaid in North Carolina: A 2019 Update. 
https://www.conehealthfoundation.com/foundation/nc-medicaid-expansion/ 
2 NC Opioid Action Plan Data Dashboard. https://injuryfreenc.shinyapps.io/OpioidActionPlan/ 
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Closing North Carolina’s Coverage Gap 

Alleghany County 
What is the coverage gap?  
Today, thousands of people in Alleghany County cannot get health care when they need it because they 
can’t afford health insurance. Many of these people are in the “coverage gap,” meaning their incomes 
are too low to get a subsidy on healthcare.gov, but they don’t qualify for Medicaid.  
 
North Carolina can close its coverage gap by allowing these people to enroll in the Medicaid program.  
Closing the coverage gap means better health, more jobs for the community and more resources to 
combat the opioid epidemic ravaging our communities. 
 
Impact in Alleghany County if North Carolina closes its coverage gap:   
 
1. Closing the coverage gap would expand access to affordable care. 

x Approximately 1,020 additional people in Alleghany County would gain access to coverage.1 
 

2. Closing the coverage gap would create local jobs and help the economy.  
x 116 new jobs in Alleghany County.1 
x $8,200,000 in Alleghany County business activity.1 
x $118,000 in new county revenue.1 

3. Closing the coverage gap is necessary to fight the opioid crisis.   
x Hundreds of uninsured local people with substance use disorders could receive treatment.  
x In 2017, there were 3 opioid deaths and 1 to 4 emergency department visits for opioid overdose 

in Alleghany County.2  
x Opioid deaths in Dayton, Ohio have fallen by 54%, thanks largely to closing coverage gap.  
x “Thank God we expanded Medicaid.”— Ohio Gov. John Kasich, 2018 

4. Zero dollars in new state taxes for Alleghany families.   
x Federal government would pay 90% of costs.  
x Remaining 10% would be funded by a small assessment on hospitals and other health care 

providers. 
x “There's no doubt it's been helpful…We've been able to do it to date without a single New 

Hampshire taxpayer dollar. No state taxes go into it." — New Hampshire Gov. Chris Sununu, 
2017 

 
1 Ku, L., Bruen, B & Brantley, E. (2019). The Economic and Employment Costs of Not Expanding Medicaid in North Carolina: A 2019 Update. 
https://www.conehealthfoundation.com/foundation/nc-medicaid-expansion/ 
2 NC Opioid Action Plan Data Dashboard. https://injuryfreenc.shinyapps.io/OpioidActionPlan/ 
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Closing North Carolina’s Coverage Gap 

Anson County 
What is the coverage gap?  
Today, thousands of people in Anson County cannot get health care when they need it because they 
can’t afford health insurance. Many of these people are in the “coverage gap,” meaning their incomes 
are too low to get a subsidy on healthcare.gov, but they don’t qualify for Medicaid.  
 
North Carolina can close its coverage gap by allowing these people to enroll in the Medicaid program.  
Closing the coverage gap means better health, more jobs for the community and more resources to 
combat the opioid epidemic ravaging our communities. 
 
Impact in Anson County if North Carolina closes its coverage gap:   
 
1. Closing the coverage gap would expand access to affordable care. 

x Approximately 1,671 additional people in Anson County would gain access to coverage.1 
 

2. Closing the coverage gap would create local jobs and help the economy.  
x 43 new jobs in Anson County.1 
x $7,300,000 in Anson County business activity.1 
x $81,800 in new county revenue.1 

3. Closing the coverage gap is necessary to fight the opioid crisis.   
x Hundreds of uninsured local people with substance use disorders could receive treatment.  
x In 2017, there were 3 opioid deaths and 12 emergency department visits for opioid overdose in 

Anson County.2  
x Opioid deaths in Dayton, Ohio have fallen by 54%, thanks largely to closing coverage gap.  
x “Thank God we expanded Medicaid.”— Ohio Gov. John Kasich, 2018 

4. Zero dollars in new state taxes for Anson families.   
x Federal government would pay 90% of costs.  
x Remaining 10% would be funded by a small assessment on hospitals and other health care 

providers. 
x “There's no doubt it's been helpful…We've been able to do it to date without a single New 

Hampshire taxpayer dollar. No state taxes go into it." — New Hampshire Gov. Chris Sununu, 
2017 

 
1 Ku, L., Bruen, B & Brantley, E. (2019). The Economic and Employment Costs of Not Expanding Medicaid in North Carolina: A 2019 Update. 
https://www.conehealthfoundation.com/foundation/nc-medicaid-expansion/ 
2 NC Opioid Action Plan Data Dashboard. https://injuryfreenc.shinyapps.io/OpioidActionPlan/ 
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Closing North Carolina’s Coverage Gap 

Ashe County 
What is the coverage gap?  
Today, thousands of people in Ashe County cannot get health care when they need it because they can’t 
afford health insurance. Many of these people are in the “coverage gap,” meaning their incomes are too 
low to get a subsidy on healthcare.gov, but they don’t qualify for Medicaid.  
 
North Carolina can close its coverage gap by allowing these people to enroll in the Medicaid program.  
Closing the coverage gap means better health, more jobs for the community and more resources to 
combat the opioid epidemic ravaging our communities. 
 
Impact in Ashe County if North Carolina closes its coverage gap:   
 
1. Closing the coverage gap would expand access to affordable care. 

x Approximately 2,291 additional people in Ashe County would gain access to coverage.1 
 

2. Closing the coverage gap would create local jobs and help the economy.  
x 84 new jobs in Ashe County.1 
x $13,000,000 in Ashe County business activity.1 
x $250,500 in new county revenue.1 

3. Closing the coverage gap is necessary to fight the opioid crisis.   
x Hundreds of uninsured local people with substance use disorders could receive treatment.  
x In 2017, there were 2 opioid deaths and 13 emergency department visits for opioid overdose in 

Ashe County.2  
x Opioid deaths in Dayton, Ohio have fallen by 54%, thanks largely to closing coverage gap.  
x “Thank God we expanded Medicaid.”— Ohio Gov. John Kasich, 2018 

4. Zero dollars in new state taxes for Ashe families.   
x Federal government would pay 90% of costs.  
x Remaining 10% would be funded by a small assessment on hospitals and other health care 

providers. 
x “There's no doubt it's been helpful…We've been able to do it to date without a single New 

Hampshire taxpayer dollar. No state taxes go into it." — New Hampshire Gov. Chris Sununu, 
2017 

 
1 Ku, L., Bruen, B & Brantley, E. (2019). The Economic and Employment Costs of Not Expanding Medicaid in North Carolina: A 2019 Update. 
https://www.conehealthfoundation.com/foundation/nc-medicaid-expansion/ 
2 NC Opioid Action Plan Data Dashboard. https://injuryfreenc.shinyapps.io/OpioidActionPlan/ 
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Closing North Carolina’s Coverage Gap 

Avery County 
What is the coverage gap?  
Today, thousands of people in Avery County cannot get health care when they need it because they 
can’t afford health insurance. Many of these people are in the “coverage gap,” meaning their incomes 
are too low to get a subsidy on healthcare.gov, but they don’t qualify for Medicaid.  
 
North Carolina can close its coverage gap by allowing these people to enroll in the Medicaid program.  
Closing the coverage gap means better health, more jobs for the community and more resources to 
combat the opioid epidemic ravaging our communities. 
 
Impact in Avery County if North Carolina closes its coverage gap:   
 
1. Closing the coverage gap would expand access to affordable care. 

x Approximately 1,407 additional people in Avery County would gain access to coverage.1 
 

2. Closing the coverage gap would create local jobs and help the economy.  
x 58 new jobs in Avery County.1 
x $7,800,000 in Avery County business activity.1 
x $129,700 in new county revenue.1 

3. Closing the coverage gap is necessary to fight the opioid crisis.   
x Hundreds of uninsured local people with substance use disorders could receive treatment.  
x In 2017, there were 1 opioid deaths and 8 emergency department visits for opioid overdose in 

Avery County.2  
x Opioid deaths in Dayton, Ohio have fallen by 54%, thanks largely to closing coverage gap.  
x “Thank God we expanded Medicaid.”— Ohio Gov. John Kasich, 2018 

4. Zero dollars in new state taxes for Avery families.   
x Federal government would pay 90% of costs.  
x Remaining 10% would be funded by a small assessment on hospitals and other health care 

providers. 
x “There's no doubt it's been helpful…We've been able to do it to date without a single New 

Hampshire taxpayer dollar. No state taxes go into it." — New Hampshire Gov. Chris Sununu, 
2017 

 
1 Ku, L., Bruen, B & Brantley, E. (2019). The Economic and Employment Costs of Not Expanding Medicaid in North Carolina: A 2019 Update. 
https://www.conehealthfoundation.com/foundation/nc-medicaid-expansion/ 
2 NC Opioid Action Plan Data Dashboard. https://injuryfreenc.shinyapps.io/OpioidActionPlan/ 
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Closing North Carolina’s Coverage Gap 

Beaufort County 
What is the coverage gap?  
Today, thousands of people in Beaufort County cannot get health care when they need it because they 
can’t afford health insurance. Many of these people are in the “coverage gap,” meaning their incomes 
are too low to get a subsidy on healthcare.gov, but they don’t qualify for Medicaid.  
 
North Carolina can close its coverage gap by allowing these people to enroll in the Medicaid program.  
Closing the coverage gap means better health, more jobs for the community and more resources to 
combat the opioid epidemic ravaging our communities. 
 
Impact in Beaufort County if North Carolina closes its coverage gap:   
 
1. Closing the coverage gap would expand access to affordable care. 

x Approximately 3,215 additional people in Beaufort County would gain access to coverage.1 
 

2. Closing the coverage gap would create local jobs and help the economy.  
x 132 new jobs in Beaufort County.1 
x $19,100,000 in Beaufort County business activity.1 
x $208,300 in new county revenue.1 

3. Closing the coverage gap is necessary to fight the opioid crisis.   
x Hundreds of uninsured local people with substance use disorders could receive treatment.  
x In 2017, there were 17 opioid deaths and 28 emergency department visits for opioid overdose in 

Beaufort County.2  
x Opioid deaths in Dayton, Ohio have fallen by 54%, thanks largely to closing coverage gap.  
x “Thank God we expanded Medicaid.”— Ohio Gov. John Kasich, 2018 

4. Zero dollars in new state taxes for Beaufort families.   
x Federal government would pay 90% of costs.  
x Remaining 10% would be funded by a small assessment on hospitals and other health care 

providers. 
x “There's no doubt it's been helpful…We've been able to do it to date without a single New 

Hampshire taxpayer dollar. No state taxes go into it." — New Hampshire Gov. Chris Sununu, 
2017 

 
1 Ku, L., Bruen, B & Brantley, E. (2019). The Economic and Employment Costs of Not Expanding Medicaid in North Carolina: A 2019 Update. 
https://www.conehealthfoundation.com/foundation/nc-medicaid-expansion/ 
2 NC Opioid Action Plan Data Dashboard. https://injuryfreenc.shinyapps.io/OpioidActionPlan/ 
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Closing North Carolina’s Coverage Gap 

Bertie County 
What is the coverage gap?  
Today, thousands of people in Bertie County cannot get health care when they need it because they 
can’t afford health insurance. Many of these people are in the “coverage gap,” meaning their incomes 
are too low to get a subsidy on healthcare.gov, but they don’t qualify for Medicaid.  
 
North Carolina can close its coverage gap by allowing these people to enroll in the Medicaid program.  
Closing the coverage gap means better health, more jobs for the community and more resources to 
combat the opioid epidemic ravaging our communities. 
 
Impact in Bertie County if North Carolina closes its coverage gap:   
 
1. Closing the coverage gap would expand access to affordable care. 

x Approximately 1,219 additional people in Bertie County would gain access to coverage.1 
 

2. Closing the coverage gap would create local jobs and help the economy.  
x 29 new jobs in Bertie County.1 
x $5,300,000 in Bertie County business activity.1 
x $92,500 in new county revenue.1 

3. Closing the coverage gap is necessary to fight the opioid crisis.   
x Hundreds of uninsured local people with substance use disorders could receive treatment.  
x In 2017, there were 2 opioid deaths and 1 to 4 emergency department visits for opioid overdose 

in Bertie County.2  
x Opioid deaths in Dayton, Ohio have fallen by 54%, thanks largely to closing coverage gap.  
x “Thank God we expanded Medicaid.”— Ohio Gov. John Kasich, 2018 

4. Zero dollars in new state taxes for Bertie families.   
x Federal government would pay 90% of costs.  
x Remaining 10% would be funded by a small assessment on hospitals and other health care 

providers. 
x “There's no doubt it's been helpful…We've been able to do it to date without a single New 

Hampshire taxpayer dollar. No state taxes go into it." — New Hampshire Gov. Chris Sununu, 
2017 

 
1 Ku, L., Bruen, B & Brantley, E. (2019). The Economic and Employment Costs of Not Expanding Medicaid in North Carolina: A 2019 Update. 
https://www.conehealthfoundation.com/foundation/nc-medicaid-expansion/ 
2 NC Opioid Action Plan Data Dashboard. https://injuryfreenc.shinyapps.io/OpioidActionPlan/ 
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Closing North Carolina’s Coverage Gap 

Bladen County 
What is the coverage gap?  
Today, thousands of people in Bladen County cannot get health care when they need it because they 
can’t afford health insurance. Many of these people are in the “coverage gap,” meaning their incomes 
are too low to get a subsidy on healthcare.gov, but they don’t qualify for Medicaid.  
 
North Carolina can close its coverage gap by allowing these people to enroll in the Medicaid program.  
Closing the coverage gap means better health, more jobs for the community and more resources to 
combat the opioid epidemic ravaging our communities. 
 
Impact in Bladen County if North Carolina closes its coverage gap:   
 
1. Closing the coverage gap would expand access to affordable care. 

x Approximately 3,034 additional people in Bladen County would gain access to coverage.1 
 

2. Closing the coverage gap would create local jobs and help the economy.  
x 62 new jobs in Bladen County.1 
x $10,800,000 in Bladen County business activity.1 
x $127,600 in new county revenue.1 

3. Closing the coverage gap is necessary to fight the opioid crisis.   
x Hundreds of uninsured local people with substance use disorders could receive treatment.  
x In 2017, there were 5 opioid deaths and 22 emergency department visits for opioid overdose in 

Bladen County.2  
x Opioid deaths in Dayton, Ohio have fallen by 54%, thanks largely to closing coverage gap.  
x “Thank God we expanded Medicaid.”— Ohio Gov. John Kasich, 2018 

4. Zero dollars in new state taxes for Bladen families.   
x Federal government would pay 90% of costs.  
x Remaining 10% would be funded by a small assessment on hospitals and other health care 

providers. 
x “There's no doubt it's been helpful…We've been able to do it to date without a single New 

Hampshire taxpayer dollar. No state taxes go into it." — New Hampshire Gov. Chris Sununu, 
2017 

 
1 Ku, L., Bruen, B & Brantley, E. (2019). The Economic and Employment Costs of Not Expanding Medicaid in North Carolina: A 2019 Update. 
https://www.conehealthfoundation.com/foundation/nc-medicaid-expansion/ 
2 NC Opioid Action Plan Data Dashboard. https://injuryfreenc.shinyapps.io/OpioidActionPlan/ 
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Closing North Carolina’s Coverage Gap 

Brunswick County 
What is the coverage gap?  
Today, thousands of people in Brunswick County cannot get health care when they need it because they 
can’t afford health insurance. Many of these people are in the “coverage gap,” meaning their incomes 
are too low to get a subsidy on healthcare.gov, but they don’t qualify for Medicaid.  
 
North Carolina can close its coverage gap by allowing these people to enroll in the Medicaid program.  
Closing the coverage gap means better health, more jobs for the community and more resources to 
combat the opioid epidemic ravaging our communities. 
 
Impact in Brunswick County if North Carolina closes its coverage gap:   
 
1. Closing the coverage gap would expand access to affordable care. 

x Approximately 6,907 additional people in Brunswick County would gain access to coverage.1 
 

2. Closing the coverage gap would create local jobs and help the economy.  
x 218 new jobs in Brunswick County.1 
x $42,800,000 in Brunswick County business activity.1 
x $605,100 in new county revenue.1 

3. Closing the coverage gap is necessary to fight the opioid crisis.   
x Hundreds of uninsured local people with substance use disorders could receive treatment.  
x In 2017, there were 41 opioid deaths and 66 emergency department visits for opioid overdose in 

Brunswick County.2  
x Opioid deaths in Dayton, Ohio have fallen by 54%, thanks largely to closing coverage gap.  
x “Thank God we expanded Medicaid.”— Ohio Gov. John Kasich, 2018 

4. Zero dollars in new state taxes for Brunswick families.   
x Federal government would pay 90% of costs.  
x Remaining 10% would be funded by a small assessment on hospitals and other health care 

providers. 
x “There's no doubt it's been helpful…We've been able to do it to date without a single New 

Hampshire taxpayer dollar. No state taxes go into it." — New Hampshire Gov. Chris Sununu, 
2017 

 
1 Ku, L., Bruen, B & Brantley, E. (2019). The Economic and Employment Costs of Not Expanding Medicaid in North Carolina: A 2019 Update. 
https://www.conehealthfoundation.com/foundation/nc-medicaid-expansion/ 
2 NC Opioid Action Plan Data Dashboard. https://injuryfreenc.shinyapps.io/OpioidActionPlan/ 
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Closing North Carolina’s Coverage Gap 

Buncombe County 
What is the coverage gap?  
Today, thousands of people in Buncombe County cannot get health care when they need it because they 
can’t afford health insurance. Many of these people are in the “coverage gap,” meaning their incomes 
are too low to get a subsidy on healthcare.gov, but they don’t qualify for Medicaid.  
 
North Carolina can close its coverage gap by allowing these people to enroll in the Medicaid program.  
Closing the coverage gap means better health, more jobs for the community and more resources to 
combat the opioid epidemic ravaging our communities. 
 
Impact in Buncombe County if North Carolina closes its coverage gap:   
 
1. Closing the coverage gap would expand access to affordable care. 

x Approximately 16,877 additional people in Buncombe County would gain access to coverage.1 
 

2. Closing the coverage gap would create local jobs and help the economy.  
x 1,293 new jobs in Buncombe County.1 
x $267,100,000 in Buncombe County business activity.1 
x $3,693,900 in new county revenue.1 

3. Closing the coverage gap is necessary to fight the opioid crisis.   
x Hundreds of uninsured local people with substance use disorders could receive treatment.  
x In 2017, there were 92 opioid deaths and 354 emergency department visits for opioid overdose 

in Buncombe County.2  
x Opioid deaths in Dayton, Ohio have fallen by 54%, thanks largely to closing coverage gap.  
x “Thank God we expanded Medicaid.”— Ohio Gov. John Kasich, 2018 

4. Zero dollars in new state taxes for Buncombe families.   
x Federal government would pay 90% of costs.  
x Remaining 10% would be funded by a small assessment on hospitals and other health care 

providers. 
x “There's no doubt it's been helpful…We've been able to do it to date without a single New 

Hampshire taxpayer dollar. No state taxes go into it." — New Hampshire Gov. Chris Sununu, 
2017 

 
1 Ku, L., Bruen, B & Brantley, E. (2019). The Economic and Employment Costs of Not Expanding Medicaid in North Carolina: A 2019 Update. 
https://www.conehealthfoundation.com/foundation/nc-medicaid-expansion/ 
2 NC Opioid Action Plan Data Dashboard. https://injuryfreenc.shinyapps.io/OpioidActionPlan/ 
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Closing North Carolina’s Coverage Gap 

Burke County 
What is the coverage gap?  
Today, thousands of people in Burke County cannot get health care when they need it because they 
can’t afford health insurance. Many of these people are in the “coverage gap,” meaning their incomes 
are too low to get a subsidy on healthcare.gov, but they don’t qualify for Medicaid.  
 
North Carolina can close its coverage gap by allowing these people to enroll in the Medicaid program.  
Closing the coverage gap means better health, more jobs for the community and more resources to 
combat the opioid epidemic ravaging our communities. 
 
Impact in Burke County if North Carolina closes its coverage gap:   
 
1. Closing the coverage gap would expand access to affordable care. 

x Approximately 6,604 additional people in Burke County would gain access to coverage.1 
 

2. Closing the coverage gap would create local jobs and help the economy.  
x 456 new jobs in Burke County.1 
x $74,200,000 in Burke County business activity.1 
x $1,258,100 in new county revenue.1 

3. Closing the coverage gap is necessary to fight the opioid crisis.   
x Hundreds of uninsured local people with substance use disorders could receive treatment.  
x In 2017, there were 17 opioid deaths and 63 emergency department visits for opioid overdose in 

Burke County.2  
x Opioid deaths in Dayton, Ohio have fallen by 54%, thanks largely to closing coverage gap.  
x “Thank God we expanded Medicaid.”— Ohio Gov. John Kasich, 2018 

4. Zero dollars in new state taxes for Burke families.   
x Federal government would pay 90% of costs.  
x Remaining 10% would be funded by a small assessment on hospitals and other health care 

providers. 
x “There's no doubt it's been helpful…We've been able to do it to date without a single New 

Hampshire taxpayer dollar. No state taxes go into it." — New Hampshire Gov. Chris Sununu, 
2017 

 
1 Ku, L., Bruen, B & Brantley, E. (2019). The Economic and Employment Costs of Not Expanding Medicaid in North Carolina: A 2019 Update. 
https://www.conehealthfoundation.com/foundation/nc-medicaid-expansion/ 
2 NC Opioid Action Plan Data Dashboard. https://injuryfreenc.shinyapps.io/OpioidActionPlan/ 
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Closing North Carolina’s Coverage Gap 

Cabarrus County 
What is the coverage gap?  
Today, thousands of people in Cabarrus County cannot get health care when they need it because they 
can’t afford health insurance. Many of these people are in the “coverage gap,” meaning their incomes 
are too low to get a subsidy on healthcare.gov, but they don’t qualify for Medicaid.  
 
North Carolina can close its coverage gap by allowing these people to enroll in the Medicaid program.  
Closing the coverage gap means better health, more jobs for the community and more resources to 
combat the opioid epidemic ravaging our communities. 
 
Impact in Cabarrus County if North Carolina closes its coverage gap:   
 
1. Closing the coverage gap would expand access to affordable care. 

x Approximately 10,277 additional people in Cabarrus County would gain access to coverage.1 
 

2. Closing the coverage gap would create local jobs and help the economy.  
x 547 new jobs in Cabarrus County.1 
x $98,700,000 in Cabarrus County business activity.1 
x $2,035,500 in new county revenue.1 

3. Closing the coverage gap is necessary to fight the opioid crisis.   
x Hundreds of uninsured local people with substance use disorders could receive treatment.  
x In 2017, there were 68 opioid deaths and 311 emergency department visits for opioid overdose 

in Cabarrus County.2  
x Opioid deaths in Dayton, Ohio have fallen by 54%, thanks largely to closing coverage gap.  
x “Thank God we expanded Medicaid.”— Ohio Gov. John Kasich, 2018 

4. Zero dollars in new state taxes for Cabarrus families.   
x Federal government would pay 90% of costs.  
x Remaining 10% would be funded by a small assessment on hospitals and other health care 

providers. 
x “There's no doubt it's been helpful…We've been able to do it to date without a single New 

Hampshire taxpayer dollar. No state taxes go into it." — New Hampshire Gov. Chris Sununu, 
2017 

 
1 Ku, L., Bruen, B & Brantley, E. (2019). The Economic and Employment Costs of Not Expanding Medicaid in North Carolina: A 2019 Update. 
https://www.conehealthfoundation.com/foundation/nc-medicaid-expansion/ 
2 NC Opioid Action Plan Data Dashboard. https://injuryfreenc.shinyapps.io/OpioidActionPlan/ 
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Closing North Carolina’s Coverage Gap 

Caldwell County 
What is the coverage gap?  
Today, thousands of people in Caldwell County cannot get health care when they need it because they 
can’t afford health insurance. Many of these people are in the “coverage gap,” meaning their incomes 
are too low to get a subsidy on healthcare.gov, but they don’t qualify for Medicaid.  
 
North Carolina can close its coverage gap by allowing these people to enroll in the Medicaid program.  
Closing the coverage gap means better health, more jobs for the community and more resources to 
combat the opioid epidemic ravaging our communities. 
 
Impact in Caldwell County if North Carolina closes its coverage gap:   
 
1. Closing the coverage gap would expand access to affordable care. 

x Approximately 5,233 additional people in Caldwell County would gain access to coverage.1 
 

2. Closing the coverage gap would create local jobs and help the economy.  
x 195 new jobs in Caldwell County.1 
x $34,500,000 in Caldwell County business activity.1 
x $534,500 in new county revenue.1 

3. Closing the coverage gap is necessary to fight the opioid crisis.   
x Hundreds of uninsured local people with substance use disorders could receive treatment.  
x In 2017, there were 12 opioid deaths and 73 emergency department visits for opioid overdose in 

Caldwell County.2  
x Opioid deaths in Dayton, Ohio have fallen by 54%, thanks largely to closing coverage gap.  
x “Thank God we expanded Medicaid.”— Ohio Gov. John Kasich, 2018 

4. Zero dollars in new state taxes for Caldwell families.   
x Federal government would pay 90% of costs.  
x Remaining 10% would be funded by a small assessment on hospitals and other health care 

providers. 
x “There's no doubt it's been helpful…We've been able to do it to date without a single New 

Hampshire taxpayer dollar. No state taxes go into it." — New Hampshire Gov. Chris Sununu, 
2017 

 
1 Ku, L., Bruen, B & Brantley, E. (2019). The Economic and Employment Costs of Not Expanding Medicaid in North Carolina: A 2019 Update. 
https://www.conehealthfoundation.com/foundation/nc-medicaid-expansion/ 
2 NC Opioid Action Plan Data Dashboard. https://injuryfreenc.shinyapps.io/OpioidActionPlan/ 
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Closing North Carolina’s Coverage Gap 

Camden County 
What is the coverage gap?  
Today, thousands of people in Camden County cannot get health care when they need it because they 
can’t afford health insurance. Many of these people are in the “coverage gap,” meaning their incomes 
are too low to get a subsidy on healthcare.gov, but they don’t qualify for Medicaid.  
 
North Carolina can close its coverage gap by allowing these people to enroll in the Medicaid program.  
Closing the coverage gap means better health, more jobs for the community and more resources to 
combat the opioid epidemic ravaging our communities. 
 
Impact in Camden County if North Carolina closes its coverage gap:   
 
1. Closing the coverage gap would expand access to affordable care. 

x Approximately 443 additional people in Camden County would gain access to coverage.1 
 

2. Closing the coverage gap would create local jobs and help the economy.  
x 4 new jobs in Camden County.1 
x $600,000 in Camden County business activity.1 
x $20,400 in new county revenue.1 

3. Closing the coverage gap is necessary to fight the opioid crisis.   
x Hundreds of uninsured local people with substance use disorders could receive treatment.  
x In 2017, there were 2 opioid deaths and 5 emergency department visits for opioid overdose in 

Camden County.2  
x Opioid deaths in Dayton, Ohio have fallen by 54%, thanks largely to closing coverage gap.  
x “Thank God we expanded Medicaid.”— Ohio Gov. John Kasich, 2018 

4. Zero dollars in new state taxes for Camden families.   
x Federal government would pay 90% of costs.  
x Remaining 10% would be funded by a small assessment on hospitals and other health care 

providers. 
x “There's no doubt it's been helpful…We've been able to do it to date without a single New 

Hampshire taxpayer dollar. No state taxes go into it." — New Hampshire Gov. Chris Sununu, 
2017 

 
1 Ku, L., Bruen, B & Brantley, E. (2019). The Economic and Employment Costs of Not Expanding Medicaid in North Carolina: A 2019 Update. 
https://www.conehealthfoundation.com/foundation/nc-medicaid-expansion/ 
2 NC Opioid Action Plan Data Dashboard. https://injuryfreenc.shinyapps.io/OpioidActionPlan/ 
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Closing North Carolina’s Coverage Gap 

Carteret County 
What is the coverage gap?  
Today, thousands of people in Carteret County cannot get health care when they need it because they 
can’t afford health insurance. Many of these people are in the “coverage gap,” meaning their incomes 
are too low to get a subsidy on healthcare.gov, but they don’t qualify for Medicaid.  
 
North Carolina can close its coverage gap by allowing these people to enroll in the Medicaid program.  
Closing the coverage gap means better health, more jobs for the community and more resources to 
combat the opioid epidemic ravaging our communities. 
 
Impact in Carteret County if North Carolina closes its coverage gap:   
 
1. Closing the coverage gap would expand access to affordable care. 

x Approximately 4,092 additional people in Carteret County would gain access to coverage.1 
 

2. Closing the coverage gap would create local jobs and help the economy.  
x 141 new jobs in Carteret County.1 
x $26,500,000 in Carteret County business activity.1 
x $413,400 in new county revenue.1 

3. Closing the coverage gap is necessary to fight the opioid crisis.   
x Hundreds of uninsured local people with substance use disorders could receive treatment.  
x In 2017, there were 14 opioid deaths and 50 emergency department visits for opioid overdose in 

Carteret County.2  
x Opioid deaths in Dayton, Ohio have fallen by 54%, thanks largely to closing coverage gap.  
x “Thank God we expanded Medicaid.”— Ohio Gov. John Kasich, 2018 

4. Zero dollars in new state taxes for Carteret families.   
x Federal government would pay 90% of costs.  
x Remaining 10% would be funded by a small assessment on hospitals and other health care 

providers. 
x “There's no doubt it's been helpful…We've been able to do it to date without a single New 

Hampshire taxpayer dollar. No state taxes go into it." — New Hampshire Gov. Chris Sununu, 
2017 

 
1 Ku, L., Bruen, B & Brantley, E. (2019). The Economic and Employment Costs of Not Expanding Medicaid in North Carolina: A 2019 Update. 
https://www.conehealthfoundation.com/foundation/nc-medicaid-expansion/ 
2 NC Opioid Action Plan Data Dashboard. https://injuryfreenc.shinyapps.io/OpioidActionPlan/ 
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Closing North Carolina’s Coverage Gap 

Caswell County 
What is the coverage gap?  
Today, thousands of people in Caswell County cannot get health care when they need it because they 
can’t afford health insurance. Many of these people are in the “coverage gap,” meaning their incomes 
are too low to get a subsidy on healthcare.gov, but they don’t qualify for Medicaid.  
 
North Carolina can close its coverage gap by allowing these people to enroll in the Medicaid program.  
Closing the coverage gap means better health, more jobs for the community and more resources to 
combat the opioid epidemic ravaging our communities. 
 
Impact in Caswell County if North Carolina closes its coverage gap:   
 
1. Closing the coverage gap would expand access to affordable care. 

x Approximately 1,369 additional people in Caswell County would gain access to coverage.1 
 

2. Closing the coverage gap would create local jobs and help the economy.  
x 38 new jobs in Caswell County.1 
x $5,100,000 in Caswell County business activity.1 
x $215,600 in new county revenue.1 

3. Closing the coverage gap is necessary to fight the opioid crisis.   
x Hundreds of uninsured local people with substance use disorders could receive treatment.  
x In 2017, there were 7 opioid deaths and 7 emergency department visits for opioid overdose in 

Caswell County.2  
x Opioid deaths in Dayton, Ohio have fallen by 54%, thanks largely to closing coverage gap.  
x “Thank God we expanded Medicaid.”— Ohio Gov. John Kasich, 2018 

4. Zero dollars in new state taxes for Caswell families.   
x Federal government would pay 90% of costs.  
x Remaining 10% would be funded by a small assessment on hospitals and other health care 

providers. 
x “There's no doubt it's been helpful…We've been able to do it to date without a single New 

Hampshire taxpayer dollar. No state taxes go into it." — New Hampshire Gov. Chris Sununu, 
2017 

 
1 Ku, L., Bruen, B & Brantley, E. (2019). The Economic and Employment Costs of Not Expanding Medicaid in North Carolina: A 2019 Update. 
https://www.conehealthfoundation.com/foundation/nc-medicaid-expansion/ 
2 NC Opioid Action Plan Data Dashboard. https://injuryfreenc.shinyapps.io/OpioidActionPlan/ 
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Closing North Carolina’s Coverage Gap 

Catawba County 
What is the coverage gap?  
Today, thousands of people in Catawba County cannot get health care when they need it because they 
can’t afford health insurance. Many of these people are in the “coverage gap,” meaning their incomes 
are too low to get a subsidy on healthcare.gov, but they don’t qualify for Medicaid.  
 
North Carolina can close its coverage gap by allowing these people to enroll in the Medicaid program.  
Closing the coverage gap means better health, more jobs for the community and more resources to 
combat the opioid epidemic ravaging our communities. 
 
Impact in Catawba County if North Carolina closes its coverage gap:   
 
1. Closing the coverage gap would expand access to affordable care. 

x Approximately 9,878 additional people in Catawba County would gain access to coverage.1 
 

2. Closing the coverage gap would create local jobs and help the economy.  
x 523 new jobs in Catawba County.1 
x $118,000,000 in Catawba County business activity.1 
x $1,447,800 in new county revenue.1 

3. Closing the coverage gap is necessary to fight the opioid crisis.   
x Hundreds of uninsured local people with substance use disorders could receive treatment.  
x In 2017, there were 35 opioid deaths and 150 emergency department visits for opioid overdose 

in Catawba County.2  
x Opioid deaths in Dayton, Ohio have fallen by 54%, thanks largely to closing coverage gap.  
x “Thank God we expanded Medicaid.”— Ohio Gov. John Kasich, 2018 

4. Zero dollars in new state taxes for Catawba families.   
x Federal government would pay 90% of costs.  
x Remaining 10% would be funded by a small assessment on hospitals and other health care 

providers. 
x “There's no doubt it's been helpful…We've been able to do it to date without a single New 

Hampshire taxpayer dollar. No state taxes go into it." — New Hampshire Gov. Chris Sununu, 
2017 

 
1 Ku, L., Bruen, B & Brantley, E. (2019). The Economic and Employment Costs of Not Expanding Medicaid in North Carolina: A 2019 Update. 
https://www.conehealthfoundation.com/foundation/nc-medicaid-expansion/ 
2 NC Opioid Action Plan Data Dashboard. https://injuryfreenc.shinyapps.io/OpioidActionPlan/ 
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Closing North Carolina’s Coverage Gap 

Chatham County 
What is the coverage gap?  
Today, thousands of people in Chatham County cannot get health care when they need it because they 
can’t afford health insurance. Many of these people are in the “coverage gap,” meaning their incomes 
are too low to get a subsidy on healthcare.gov, but they don’t qualify for Medicaid.  
 
North Carolina can close its coverage gap by allowing these people to enroll in the Medicaid program.  
Closing the coverage gap means better health, more jobs for the community and more resources to 
combat the opioid epidemic ravaging our communities. 
 
Impact in Chatham County if North Carolina closes its coverage gap:   
 
1. Closing the coverage gap would expand access to affordable care. 

x Approximately 3,673 additional people in Chatham County would gain access to coverage.1 
 

2. Closing the coverage gap would create local jobs and help the economy.  
x 228 new jobs in Chatham County.1 
x $27,800,000 in Chatham County business activity.1 
x $1,352,800 in new county revenue.1 

3. Closing the coverage gap is necessary to fight the opioid crisis.   
x Hundreds of uninsured local people with substance use disorders could receive treatment.  
x In 2017, there were 6 opioid deaths and 15 emergency department visits for opioid overdose in 

Chatham County.2  
x Opioid deaths in Dayton, Ohio have fallen by 54%, thanks largely to closing coverage gap.  
x “Thank God we expanded Medicaid.”— Ohio Gov. John Kasich, 2018 

4. Zero dollars in new state taxes for Chatham families.   
x Federal government would pay 90% of costs.  
x Remaining 10% would be funded by a small assessment on hospitals and other health care 

providers. 
x “There's no doubt it's been helpful…We've been able to do it to date without a single New 

Hampshire taxpayer dollar. No state taxes go into it." — New Hampshire Gov. Chris Sununu, 
2017 

 
1 Ku, L., Bruen, B & Brantley, E. (2019). The Economic and Employment Costs of Not Expanding Medicaid in North Carolina: A 2019 Update. 
https://www.conehealthfoundation.com/foundation/nc-medicaid-expansion/ 
2 NC Opioid Action Plan Data Dashboard. https://injuryfreenc.shinyapps.io/OpioidActionPlan/ 
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Closing North Carolina’s Coverage Gap 

Cherokee County 
What is the coverage gap?  
Today, thousands of people in Cherokee County cannot get health care when they need it because they 
can’t afford health insurance. Many of these people are in the “coverage gap,” meaning their incomes 
are too low to get a subsidy on healthcare.gov, but they don’t qualify for Medicaid.  
 
North Carolina can close its coverage gap by allowing these people to enroll in the Medicaid program.  
Closing the coverage gap means better health, more jobs for the community and more resources to 
combat the opioid epidemic ravaging our communities. 
 
Impact in Cherokee County if North Carolina closes its coverage gap:   
 
1. Closing the coverage gap would expand access to affordable care. 

x Approximately 1,853 additional people in Cherokee County would gain access to coverage.1 
 

2. Closing the coverage gap would create local jobs and help the economy.  
x 75 new jobs in Cherokee County.1 
x $10,700,000 in Cherokee County business activity.1 
x $142,500 in new county revenue.1 

3. Closing the coverage gap is necessary to fight the opioid crisis.   
x Hundreds of uninsured local people with substance use disorders could receive treatment.  
x In 2017, there were 3 opioid deaths and 12 emergency department visits for opioid overdose in 

Cherokee County.2  
x Opioid deaths in Dayton, Ohio have fallen by 54%, thanks largely to closing coverage gap.  
x “Thank God we expanded Medicaid.”— Ohio Gov. John Kasich, 2018 

4. Zero dollars in new state taxes for Cherokee families.   
x Federal government would pay 90% of costs.  
x Remaining 10% would be funded by a small assessment on hospitals and other health care 

providers. 
x “There's no doubt it's been helpful…We've been able to do it to date without a single New 

Hampshire taxpayer dollar. No state taxes go into it." — New Hampshire Gov. Chris Sununu, 
2017 

 
1 Ku, L., Bruen, B & Brantley, E. (2019). The Economic and Employment Costs of Not Expanding Medicaid in North Carolina: A 2019 Update. 
https://www.conehealthfoundation.com/foundation/nc-medicaid-expansion/ 
2 NC Opioid Action Plan Data Dashboard. https://injuryfreenc.shinyapps.io/OpioidActionPlan/ 



 
Care4Carolina  

Erica Palmer Smith, Director ● 919.710.0220 ● care4carolina@gmail.com 

 
 
Closing North Carolina’s Coverage Gap 

Chowan County 
What is the coverage gap?  
Today, thousands of people in Chowan County cannot get health care when they need it because they 
can’t afford health insurance. Many of these people are in the “coverage gap,” meaning their incomes 
are too low to get a subsidy on healthcare.gov, but they don’t qualify for Medicaid.  
 
North Carolina can close its coverage gap by allowing these people to enroll in the Medicaid program.  
Closing the coverage gap means better health, more jobs for the community and more resources to 
combat the opioid epidemic ravaging our communities. 
 
Impact in Chowan County if North Carolina closes its coverage gap:   
 
1. Closing the coverage gap would expand access to affordable care. 

x Approximately 869 additional people in Chowan County would gain access to coverage.1 
 

2. Closing the coverage gap would create local jobs and help the economy.  
x 27 new jobs in Chowan County.1 
x $4,600,000 in Chowan County business activity.1 
x $63,300 in new county revenue.1 

3. Closing the coverage gap is necessary to fight the opioid crisis.   
x Hundreds of uninsured local people with substance use disorders could receive treatment.  
x In 2017, there were 5 opioid deaths and 1 to 4 emergency department visits for opioid overdose 

in Chowan County.2  
x Opioid deaths in Dayton, Ohio have fallen by 54%, thanks largely to closing coverage gap.  
x “Thank God we expanded Medicaid.”— Ohio Gov. John Kasich, 2018 

4. Zero dollars in new state taxes for Chowan families.   
x Federal government would pay 90% of costs.  
x Remaining 10% would be funded by a small assessment on hospitals and other health care 

providers. 
x “There's no doubt it's been helpful…We've been able to do it to date without a single New 

Hampshire taxpayer dollar. No state taxes go into it." — New Hampshire Gov. Chris Sununu, 
2017 

 
1 Ku, L., Bruen, B & Brantley, E. (2019). The Economic and Employment Costs of Not Expanding Medicaid in North Carolina: A 2019 Update. 
https://www.conehealthfoundation.com/foundation/nc-medicaid-expansion/ 
2 NC Opioid Action Plan Data Dashboard. https://injuryfreenc.shinyapps.io/OpioidActionPlan/ 
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Closing North Carolina’s Coverage Gap 

Clay County 
What is the coverage gap?  
Today, thousands of people in Clay County cannot get health care when they need it because they can’t 
afford health insurance. Many of these people are in the “coverage gap,” meaning their incomes are too 
low to get a subsidy on healthcare.gov, but they don’t qualify for Medicaid.  
 
North Carolina can close its coverage gap by allowing these people to enroll in the Medicaid program.  
Closing the coverage gap means better health, more jobs for the community and more resources to 
combat the opioid epidemic ravaging our communities. 
 
Impact in Clay County if North Carolina closes its coverage gap:   
 
1. Closing the coverage gap would expand access to affordable care. 

x Approximately 782 additional people in Clay County would gain access to coverage.1 
 

2. Closing the coverage gap would create local jobs and help the economy.  
x 15 new jobs in Clay County.1 
x $2,300,000 in Clay County business activity.1 
x $46,200 in new county revenue.1 

3. Closing the coverage gap is necessary to fight the opioid crisis.   
x Hundreds of uninsured local people with substance use disorders could receive treatment.  
x In 2017, there were 3 opioid deaths and 1 to 4 emergency department visits for opioid overdose 

in Clay County.2  
x Opioid deaths in Dayton, Ohio have fallen by 54%, thanks largely to closing coverage gap.  
x “Thank God we expanded Medicaid.”— Ohio Gov. John Kasich, 2018 

4. Zero dollars in new state taxes for Clay families.   
x Federal government would pay 90% of costs.  
x Remaining 10% would be funded by a small assessment on hospitals and other health care 

providers. 
x “There's no doubt it's been helpful…We've been able to do it to date without a single New 

Hampshire taxpayer dollar. No state taxes go into it." — New Hampshire Gov. Chris Sununu, 
2017 

 
1 Ku, L., Bruen, B & Brantley, E. (2019). The Economic and Employment Costs of Not Expanding Medicaid in North Carolina: A 2019 Update. 
https://www.conehealthfoundation.com/foundation/nc-medicaid-expansion/ 
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Closing North Carolina’s Coverage Gap 

Cleveland County 
What is the coverage gap?  
Today, thousands of people in Cleveland County cannot get health care when they need it because they 
can’t afford health insurance. Many of these people are in the “coverage gap,” meaning their incomes 
are too low to get a subsidy on healthcare.gov, but they don’t qualify for Medicaid.  
 
North Carolina can close its coverage gap by allowing these people to enroll in the Medicaid program.  
Closing the coverage gap means better health, more jobs for the community and more resources to 
combat the opioid epidemic ravaging our communities. 
 
Impact in Cleveland County if North Carolina closes its coverage gap:   
 
1. Closing the coverage gap would expand access to affordable care. 

x Approximately 6,439 additional people in Cleveland County would gain access to coverage.1 
 

2. Closing the coverage gap would create local jobs and help the economy.  
x 386 new jobs in Cleveland County.1 
x $65,900,000 in Cleveland County business activity.1 
x $907,400 in new county revenue.1 

3. Closing the coverage gap is necessary to fight the opioid crisis.   
x Hundreds of uninsured local people with substance use disorders could receive treatment.  
x In 2017, there were 7 opioid deaths and 63 emergency department visits for opioid overdose in 

Cleveland County.2  
x Opioid deaths in Dayton, Ohio have fallen by 54%, thanks largely to closing coverage gap.  
x “Thank God we expanded Medicaid.”— Ohio Gov. John Kasich, 2018 

4. Zero dollars in new state taxes for Cleveland families.   
x Federal government would pay 90% of costs.  
x Remaining 10% would be funded by a small assessment on hospitals and other health care 

providers. 
x “There's no doubt it's been helpful…We've been able to do it to date without a single New 

Hampshire taxpayer dollar. No state taxes go into it." — New Hampshire Gov. Chris Sununu, 
2017 

 
1 Ku, L., Bruen, B & Brantley, E. (2019). The Economic and Employment Costs of Not Expanding Medicaid in North Carolina: A 2019 Update. 
https://www.conehealthfoundation.com/foundation/nc-medicaid-expansion/ 
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Closing North Carolina’s Coverage Gap 

Columbus County 
What is the coverage gap?  
Today, thousands of people in Columbus County cannot get health care when they need it because they 
can’t afford health insurance. Many of these people are in the “coverage gap,” meaning their incomes 
are too low to get a subsidy on healthcare.gov, but they don’t qualify for Medicaid.  
 
North Carolina can close its coverage gap by allowing these people to enroll in the Medicaid program.  
Closing the coverage gap means better health, more jobs for the community and more resources to 
combat the opioid epidemic ravaging our communities. 
 
Impact in Columbus County if North Carolina closes its coverage gap:   
 
1. Closing the coverage gap would expand access to affordable care. 

x Approximately 4,019 additional people in Columbus County would gain access to coverage.1 
 

2. Closing the coverage gap would create local jobs and help the economy.  
x 232 new jobs in Columbus County.1 
x $31,300,000 in Columbus County business activity.1 
x $406,500 in new county revenue.1 

3. Closing the coverage gap is necessary to fight the opioid crisis.   
x Hundreds of uninsured local people with substance use disorders could receive treatment.  
x In 2017, there were 13 opioid deaths and 19 emergency department visits for opioid overdose in 

Columbus County.2  
x Opioid deaths in Dayton, Ohio have fallen by 54%, thanks largely to closing coverage gap.  
x “Thank God we expanded Medicaid.”— Ohio Gov. John Kasich, 2018 

4. Zero dollars in new state taxes for Columbus families.   
x Federal government would pay 90% of costs.  
x Remaining 10% would be funded by a small assessment on hospitals and other health care 

providers. 
x “There's no doubt it's been helpful…We've been able to do it to date without a single New 

Hampshire taxpayer dollar. No state taxes go into it." — New Hampshire Gov. Chris Sununu, 
2017 

 
1 Ku, L., Bruen, B & Brantley, E. (2019). The Economic and Employment Costs of Not Expanding Medicaid in North Carolina: A 2019 Update. 
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Closing North Carolina’s Coverage Gap 

Craven County 
What is the coverage gap?  
Today, thousands of people in Craven County cannot get health care when they need it because they 
can’t afford health insurance. Many of these people are in the “coverage gap,” meaning their incomes 
are too low to get a subsidy on healthcare.gov, but they don’t qualify for Medicaid.  
 
North Carolina can close its coverage gap by allowing these people to enroll in the Medicaid program.  
Closing the coverage gap means better health, more jobs for the community and more resources to 
combat the opioid epidemic ravaging our communities. 
 
Impact in Craven County if North Carolina closes its coverage gap:   
 
1. Closing the coverage gap would expand access to affordable care. 

x Approximately 5,720 additional people in Craven County would gain access to coverage.1 
 

2. Closing the coverage gap would create local jobs and help the economy.  
x 169 new jobs in Craven County.1 
x $35,500,000 in Craven County business activity.1 
x $390,000 in new county revenue.1 

3. Closing the coverage gap is necessary to fight the opioid crisis.   
x Hundreds of uninsured local people with substance use disorders could receive treatment.  
x In 2017, there were 36 opioid deaths and 157 emergency department visits for opioid overdose 

in Craven County.2  
x Opioid deaths in Dayton, Ohio have fallen by 54%, thanks largely to closing coverage gap.  
x “Thank God we expanded Medicaid.”— Ohio Gov. John Kasich, 2018 

4. Zero dollars in new state taxes for Craven families.   
x Federal government would pay 90% of costs.  
x Remaining 10% would be funded by a small assessment on hospitals and other health care 

providers. 
x “There's no doubt it's been helpful…We've been able to do it to date without a single New 

Hampshire taxpayer dollar. No state taxes go into it." — New Hampshire Gov. Chris Sununu, 
2017 

 
1 Ku, L., Bruen, B & Brantley, E. (2019). The Economic and Employment Costs of Not Expanding Medicaid in North Carolina: A 2019 Update. 
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Closing North Carolina’s Coverage Gap 

Cumberland County 
What is the coverage gap?  
Today, thousands of people in Cumberland County cannot get health care when they need it because 
they can’t afford health insurance. Many of these people are in the “coverage gap,” meaning their 
incomes are too low to get a subsidy on healthcare.gov, but they don’t qualify for Medicaid.  
 
North Carolina can close its coverage gap by allowing these people to enroll in the Medicaid program.  
Closing the coverage gap means better health, more jobs for the community and more resources to 
combat the opioid epidemic ravaging our communities. 
 
Impact in Cumberland County if North Carolina closes its coverage gap:   
 
1. Closing the coverage gap would expand access to affordable care. 

x Approximately 18,451 additional people in Cumberland County would gain access to coverage.1 
 

2. Closing the coverage gap would create local jobs and help the economy.  
x 710 new jobs in Cumberland County.1 
x $140,600,000 in Cumberland County business activity.1 
x $1,322,200 in new county revenue.1 

3. Closing the coverage gap is necessary to fight the opioid crisis.   
x Hundreds of uninsured local people with substance use disorders could receive treatment.  
x In 2017, there were 79 opioid deaths and 289 emergency department visits for opioid overdose 

in Cumberland County.2  
x Opioid deaths in Dayton, Ohio have fallen by 54%, thanks largely to closing coverage gap.  
x “Thank God we expanded Medicaid.”— Ohio Gov. John Kasich, 2018 

4. Zero dollars in new state taxes for Cumberland families.   
x Federal government would pay 90% of costs.  
x Remaining 10% would be funded by a small assessment on hospitals and other health care 

providers. 
x “There's no doubt it's been helpful…We've been able to do it to date without a single New 

Hampshire taxpayer dollar. No state taxes go into it." — New Hampshire Gov. Chris Sununu, 
2017 

 
1 Ku, L., Bruen, B & Brantley, E. (2019). The Economic and Employment Costs of Not Expanding Medicaid in North Carolina: A 2019 Update. 
https://www.conehealthfoundation.com/foundation/nc-medicaid-expansion/ 
2 NC Opioid Action Plan Data Dashboard. https://injuryfreenc.shinyapps.io/OpioidActionPlan/ 
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Closing North Carolina’s Coverage Gap 

Currituck County 
What is the coverage gap?  
Today, thousands of people in Currituck County cannot get health care when they need it because they 
can’t afford health insurance. Many of these people are in the “coverage gap,” meaning their incomes 
are too low to get a subsidy on healthcare.gov, but they don’t qualify for Medicaid.  
 
North Carolina can close its coverage gap by allowing these people to enroll in the Medicaid program.  
Closing the coverage gap means better health, more jobs for the community and more resources to 
combat the opioid epidemic ravaging our communities. 
 
Impact in Currituck County if North Carolina closes its coverage gap:   
 
1. Closing the coverage gap would expand access to affordable care. 

x Approximately 1,280 additional people in Currituck County would gain access to coverage.1 
 

2. Closing the coverage gap would create local jobs and help the economy.  
x 8 new jobs in Currituck County.1 
x $1,900,000 in Currituck County business activity.1 
x -$4,500 in new county revenue.1 

3. Closing the coverage gap is necessary to fight the opioid crisis.   
x Hundreds of uninsured local people with substance use disorders could receive treatment.  
x In 2017, there were 9 opioid deaths and 6 emergency department visits for opioid overdose in 

Currituck County.2  
x Opioid deaths in Dayton, Ohio have fallen by 54%, thanks largely to closing coverage gap.  
x “Thank God we expanded Medicaid.”— Ohio Gov. John Kasich, 2018 

4. Zero dollars in new state taxes for Currituck families.   
x Federal government would pay 90% of costs.  
x Remaining 10% would be funded by a small assessment on hospitals and other health care 

providers. 
x “There's no doubt it's been helpful…We've been able to do it to date without a single New 

Hampshire taxpayer dollar. No state taxes go into it." — New Hampshire Gov. Chris Sununu, 
2017 

 
1 Ku, L., Bruen, B & Brantley, E. (2019). The Economic and Employment Costs of Not Expanding Medicaid in North Carolina: A 2019 Update. 
https://www.conehealthfoundation.com/foundation/nc-medicaid-expansion/ 
2 NC Opioid Action Plan Data Dashboard. https://injuryfreenc.shinyapps.io/OpioidActionPlan/ 
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Closing North Carolina’s Coverage Gap 

Dare County 
What is the coverage gap?  
Today, thousands of people in Dare County cannot get health care when they need it because they can’t 
afford health insurance. Many of these people are in the “coverage gap,” meaning their incomes are too 
low to get a subsidy on healthcare.gov, but they don’t qualify for Medicaid.  
 
North Carolina can close its coverage gap by allowing these people to enroll in the Medicaid program.  
Closing the coverage gap means better health, more jobs for the community and more resources to 
combat the opioid epidemic ravaging our communities. 
 
Impact in Dare County if North Carolina closes its coverage gap:   
 
1. Closing the coverage gap would expand access to affordable care. 

x Approximately 2,049 additional people in Dare County would gain access to coverage.1 
 

2. Closing the coverage gap would create local jobs and help the economy.  
x 51 new jobs in Dare County.1 
x $11,800,000 in Dare County business activity.1 
x $129,500 in new county revenue.1 

3. Closing the coverage gap is necessary to fight the opioid crisis.   
x Hundreds of uninsured local people with substance use disorders could receive treatment.  
x In 2017, there were 11 opioid deaths and 7 emergency department visits for opioid overdose in 

Dare County.2  
x Opioid deaths in Dayton, Ohio have fallen by 54%, thanks largely to closing coverage gap.  
x “Thank God we expanded Medicaid.”— Ohio Gov. John Kasich, 2018 

4. Zero dollars in new state taxes for Dare families.   
x Federal government would pay 90% of costs.  
x Remaining 10% would be funded by a small assessment on hospitals and other health care 

providers. 
x “There's no doubt it's been helpful…We've been able to do it to date without a single New 

Hampshire taxpayer dollar. No state taxes go into it." — New Hampshire Gov. Chris Sununu, 
2017 

 
1 Ku, L., Bruen, B & Brantley, E. (2019). The Economic and Employment Costs of Not Expanding Medicaid in North Carolina: A 2019 Update. 
https://www.conehealthfoundation.com/foundation/nc-medicaid-expansion/ 
2 NC Opioid Action Plan Data Dashboard. https://injuryfreenc.shinyapps.io/OpioidActionPlan/ 
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Closing North Carolina’s Coverage Gap 

Davidson County 
What is the coverage gap?  
Today, thousands of people in Davidson County cannot get health care when they need it because they 
can’t afford health insurance. Many of these people are in the “coverage gap,” meaning their incomes 
are too low to get a subsidy on healthcare.gov, but they don’t qualify for Medicaid.  
 
North Carolina can close its coverage gap by allowing these people to enroll in the Medicaid program.  
Closing the coverage gap means better health, more jobs for the community and more resources to 
combat the opioid epidemic ravaging our communities. 
 
Impact in Davidson County if North Carolina closes its coverage gap:   
 
1. Closing the coverage gap would expand access to affordable care. 

x Approximately 9,878 additional people in Davidson County would gain access to coverage.1 
 

2. Closing the coverage gap would create local jobs and help the economy.  
x 562 new jobs in Davidson County.1 
x $74,300,000 in Davidson County business activity.1 
x $1,636,000 in new county revenue.1 

3. Closing the coverage gap is necessary to fight the opioid crisis.   
x Hundreds of uninsured local people with substance use disorders could receive treatment.  
x In 2017, there were 45 opioid deaths and 176 emergency department visits for opioid overdose 

in Davidson County.2  
x Opioid deaths in Dayton, Ohio have fallen by 54%, thanks largely to closing coverage gap.  
x “Thank God we expanded Medicaid.”— Ohio Gov. John Kasich, 2018 

4. Zero dollars in new state taxes for Davidson families.   
x Federal government would pay 90% of costs.  
x Remaining 10% would be funded by a small assessment on hospitals and other health care 

providers. 
x “There's no doubt it's been helpful…We've been able to do it to date without a single New 

Hampshire taxpayer dollar. No state taxes go into it." — New Hampshire Gov. Chris Sununu, 
2017 

 
1 Ku, L., Bruen, B & Brantley, E. (2019). The Economic and Employment Costs of Not Expanding Medicaid in North Carolina: A 2019 Update. 
https://www.conehealthfoundation.com/foundation/nc-medicaid-expansion/ 
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Closing North Carolina’s Coverage Gap 

Davie County 
What is the coverage gap?  
Today, thousands of people in Davie County cannot get health care when they need it because they 
can’t afford health insurance. Many of these people are in the “coverage gap,” meaning their incomes 
are too low to get a subsidy on healthcare.gov, but they don’t qualify for Medicaid.  
 
North Carolina can close its coverage gap by allowing these people to enroll in the Medicaid program.  
Closing the coverage gap means better health, more jobs for the community and more resources to 
combat the opioid epidemic ravaging our communities. 
 
Impact in Davie County if North Carolina closes its coverage gap:   
 
1. Closing the coverage gap would expand access to affordable care. 

x Approximately 2,198 additional people in Davie County would gain access to coverage.1 
 

2. Closing the coverage gap would create local jobs and help the economy.  
x 76 new jobs in Davie County.1 
x $13,100,000 in Davie County business activity.1 
x $471,400 in new county revenue.1 

3. Closing the coverage gap is necessary to fight the opioid crisis.   
x Hundreds of uninsured local people with substance use disorders could receive treatment.  
x In 2017, there were 6 opioid deaths and 30 emergency department visits for opioid overdose in 

Davie County.2  
x Opioid deaths in Dayton, Ohio have fallen by 54%, thanks largely to closing coverage gap.  
x “Thank God we expanded Medicaid.”— Ohio Gov. John Kasich, 2018 

4. Zero dollars in new state taxes for Davie families.   
x Federal government would pay 90% of costs.  
x Remaining 10% would be funded by a small assessment on hospitals and other health care 

providers. 
x “There's no doubt it's been helpful…We've been able to do it to date without a single New 

Hampshire taxpayer dollar. No state taxes go into it." — New Hampshire Gov. Chris Sununu, 
2017 

 
1 Ku, L., Bruen, B & Brantley, E. (2019). The Economic and Employment Costs of Not Expanding Medicaid in North Carolina: A 2019 Update. 
https://www.conehealthfoundation.com/foundation/nc-medicaid-expansion/ 
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Closing North Carolina’s Coverage Gap 

Duplin County 
What is the coverage gap?  
Today, thousands of people in Duplin County cannot get health care when they need it because they 
can’t afford health insurance. Many of these people are in the “coverage gap,” meaning their incomes 
are too low to get a subsidy on healthcare.gov, but they don’t qualify for Medicaid.  
 
North Carolina can close its coverage gap by allowing these people to enroll in the Medicaid program.  
Closing the coverage gap means better health, more jobs for the community and more resources to 
combat the opioid epidemic ravaging our communities. 
 
Impact in Duplin County if North Carolina closes its coverage gap:   
 
1. Closing the coverage gap would expand access to affordable care. 

x Approximately 6,014 additional people in Duplin County would gain access to coverage.1 
 

2. Closing the coverage gap would create local jobs and help the economy.  
x 135 new jobs in Duplin County.1 
x $20,800,000 in Duplin County business activity.1 
x $333,900 in new county revenue.1 

3. Closing the coverage gap is necessary to fight the opioid crisis.   
x Hundreds of uninsured local people with substance use disorders could receive treatment.  
x In 2017, there were 3 opioid deaths and 5 emergency department visits for opioid overdose in 

Duplin County.2  
x Opioid deaths in Dayton, Ohio have fallen by 54%, thanks largely to closing coverage gap.  
x “Thank God we expanded Medicaid.”— Ohio Gov. John Kasich, 2018 

4. Zero dollars in new state taxes for Duplin families.   
x Federal government would pay 90% of costs.  
x Remaining 10% would be funded by a small assessment on hospitals and other health care 

providers. 
x “There's no doubt it's been helpful…We've been able to do it to date without a single New 

Hampshire taxpayer dollar. No state taxes go into it." — New Hampshire Gov. Chris Sununu, 
2017 

 
1 Ku, L., Bruen, B & Brantley, E. (2019). The Economic and Employment Costs of Not Expanding Medicaid in North Carolina: A 2019 Update. 
https://www.conehealthfoundation.com/foundation/nc-medicaid-expansion/ 
2 NC Opioid Action Plan Data Dashboard. https://injuryfreenc.shinyapps.io/OpioidActionPlan/ 
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Closing North Carolina’s Coverage Gap 

Durham County 
What is the coverage gap?  
Today, thousands of people in Durham County cannot get health care when they need it because they 
can’t afford health insurance. Many of these people are in the “coverage gap,” meaning their incomes 
are too low to get a subsidy on healthcare.gov, but they don’t qualify for Medicaid.  
 
North Carolina can close its coverage gap by allowing these people to enroll in the Medicaid program.  
Closing the coverage gap means better health, more jobs for the community and more resources to 
combat the opioid epidemic ravaging our communities. 
 
Impact in Durham County if North Carolina closes its coverage gap:   
 
1. Closing the coverage gap would expand access to affordable care. 

x Approximately 20,834 additional people in Durham County would gain access to coverage.1 
 

2. Closing the coverage gap would create local jobs and help the economy.  
x 4,351 new jobs in Durham County.1 
x $443,800,000 in Durham County business activity.1 
x $1,659,300 in new county revenue.1 

3. Closing the coverage gap is necessary to fight the opioid crisis.   
x Hundreds of uninsured local people with substance use disorders could receive treatment.  
x In 2017, there were 39 opioid deaths and 159 emergency department visits for opioid overdose 

in Durham County.2  
x Opioid deaths in Dayton, Ohio have fallen by 54%, thanks largely to closing coverage gap.  
x “Thank God we expanded Medicaid.”— Ohio Gov. John Kasich, 2018 

4. Zero dollars in new state taxes for Durham families.   
x Federal government would pay 90% of costs.  
x Remaining 10% would be funded by a small assessment on hospitals and other health care 

providers. 
x “There's no doubt it's been helpful…We've been able to do it to date without a single New 

Hampshire taxpayer dollar. No state taxes go into it." — New Hampshire Gov. Chris Sununu, 
2017 

 
1 Ku, L., Bruen, B & Brantley, E. (2019). The Economic and Employment Costs of Not Expanding Medicaid in North Carolina: A 2019 Update. 
https://www.conehealthfoundation.com/foundation/nc-medicaid-expansion/ 
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Closing North Carolina’s Coverage Gap 

Edgecombe County 
What is the coverage gap?  
Today, thousands of people in Edgecombe County cannot get health care when they need it because 
they can’t afford health insurance. Many of these people are in the “coverage gap,” meaning their 
incomes are too low to get a subsidy on healthcare.gov, but they don’t qualify for Medicaid.  
 
North Carolina can close its coverage gap by allowing these people to enroll in the Medicaid program.  
Closing the coverage gap means better health, more jobs for the community and more resources to 
combat the opioid epidemic ravaging our communities. 
 
Impact in Edgecombe County if North Carolina closes its coverage gap:   
 
1. Closing the coverage gap would expand access to affordable care. 

x Approximately 3,808 additional people in Edgecombe County would gain access to coverage.1 
 

2. Closing the coverage gap would create local jobs and help the economy.  
x 105 new jobs in Edgecombe County.1 
x $20,300,000 in Edgecombe County business activity.1 
x $295,500 in new county revenue.1 

3. Closing the coverage gap is necessary to fight the opioid crisis.   
x Hundreds of uninsured local people with substance use disorders could receive treatment.  
x In 2017, there were 8 opioid deaths and 13 emergency department visits for opioid overdose in 

Edgecombe County.2  
x Opioid deaths in Dayton, Ohio have fallen by 54%, thanks largely to closing coverage gap.  
x “Thank God we expanded Medicaid.”— Ohio Gov. John Kasich, 2018 

4. Zero dollars in new state taxes for Edgecombe families.   
x Federal government would pay 90% of costs.  
x Remaining 10% would be funded by a small assessment on hospitals and other health care 

providers. 
x “There's no doubt it's been helpful…We've been able to do it to date without a single New 

Hampshire taxpayer dollar. No state taxes go into it." — New Hampshire Gov. Chris Sununu, 
2017 

 
1 Ku, L., Bruen, B & Brantley, E. (2019). The Economic and Employment Costs of Not Expanding Medicaid in North Carolina: A 2019 Update. 
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Closing North Carolina’s Coverage Gap 

Forsyth County 
What is the coverage gap?  
Today, thousands of people in Forsyth County cannot get health care when they need it because they 
can’t afford health insurance. Many of these people are in the “coverage gap,” meaning their incomes 
are too low to get a subsidy on healthcare.gov, but they don’t qualify for Medicaid.  
 
North Carolina can close its coverage gap by allowing these people to enroll in the Medicaid program.  
Closing the coverage gap means better health, more jobs for the community and more resources to 
combat the opioid epidemic ravaging our communities. 
 
Impact in Forsyth County if North Carolina closes its coverage gap:   
 
1. Closing the coverage gap would expand access to affordable care. 

x Approximately 25,480 additional people in Forsyth County would gain access to coverage.1 
 

2. Closing the coverage gap would create local jobs and help the economy.  
x 1,772 new jobs in Forsyth County.1 
x $423,700,000 in Forsyth County business activity.1 
x $5,067,400 in new county revenue.1 

3. Closing the coverage gap is necessary to fight the opioid crisis.   
x Hundreds of uninsured local people with substance use disorders could receive treatment.  
x In 2017, there were 71 opioid deaths and 247 emergency department visits for opioid overdose 

in Forsyth County.2  
x Opioid deaths in Dayton, Ohio have fallen by 54%, thanks largely to closing coverage gap.  
x “Thank God we expanded Medicaid.”— Ohio Gov. John Kasich, 2018 

4. Zero dollars in new state taxes for Forsyth families.   
x Federal government would pay 90% of costs.  
x Remaining 10% would be funded by a small assessment on hospitals and other health care 

providers. 
x “There's no doubt it's been helpful…We've been able to do it to date without a single New 

Hampshire taxpayer dollar. No state taxes go into it." — New Hampshire Gov. Chris Sununu, 
2017 

 
1 Ku, L., Bruen, B & Brantley, E. (2019). The Economic and Employment Costs of Not Expanding Medicaid in North Carolina: A 2019 Update. 
https://www.conehealthfoundation.com/foundation/nc-medicaid-expansion/ 
2 NC Opioid Action Plan Data Dashboard. https://injuryfreenc.shinyapps.io/OpioidActionPlan/ 



 
Care4Carolina  

Erica Palmer Smith, Director ● 919.710.0220 ● care4carolina@gmail.com 

 
 
Closing North Carolina’s Coverage Gap 

Franklin County 
What is the coverage gap?  
Today, thousands of people in Franklin County cannot get health care when they need it because they 
can’t afford health insurance. Many of these people are in the “coverage gap,” meaning their incomes 
are too low to get a subsidy on healthcare.gov, but they don’t qualify for Medicaid.  
 
North Carolina can close its coverage gap by allowing these people to enroll in the Medicaid program.  
Closing the coverage gap means better health, more jobs for the community and more resources to 
combat the opioid epidemic ravaging our communities. 
 
Impact in Franklin County if North Carolina closes its coverage gap:   
 
1. Closing the coverage gap would expand access to affordable care. 

x Approximately 4,283 additional people in Franklin County would gain access to coverage.1 
 

2. Closing the coverage gap would create local jobs and help the economy.  
x 248 new jobs in Franklin County.1 
x $30,400,000 in Franklin County business activity.1 
x $868,000 in new county revenue.1 

3. Closing the coverage gap is necessary to fight the opioid crisis.   
x Hundreds of uninsured local people with substance use disorders could receive treatment.  
x In 2017, there were 6 opioid deaths and 30 emergency department visits for opioid overdose in 

Franklin County.2  
x Opioid deaths in Dayton, Ohio have fallen by 54%, thanks largely to closing coverage gap.  
x “Thank God we expanded Medicaid.”— Ohio Gov. John Kasich, 2018 

4. Zero dollars in new state taxes for Franklin families.   
x Federal government would pay 90% of costs.  
x Remaining 10% would be funded by a small assessment on hospitals and other health care 

providers. 
x “There's no doubt it's been helpful…We've been able to do it to date without a single New 

Hampshire taxpayer dollar. No state taxes go into it." — New Hampshire Gov. Chris Sununu, 
2017 
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Closing North Carolina’s Coverage Gap 

Gaston County 
What is the coverage gap?  
Today, thousands of people in Gaston County cannot get health care when they need it because they 
can’t afford health insurance. Many of these people are in the “coverage gap,” meaning their incomes 
are too low to get a subsidy on healthcare.gov, but they don’t qualify for Medicaid.  
 
North Carolina can close its coverage gap by allowing these people to enroll in the Medicaid program.  
Closing the coverage gap means better health, more jobs for the community and more resources to 
combat the opioid epidemic ravaging our communities. 
 
Impact in Gaston County if North Carolina closes its coverage gap:   
 
1. Closing the coverage gap would expand access to affordable care. 

x Approximately 13,573 additional people in Gaston County would gain access to coverage.1 
 

2. Closing the coverage gap would create local jobs and help the economy.  
x 845 new jobs in Gaston County.1 
x $163,900,000 in Gaston County business activity.1 
x $2,873,300 in new county revenue.1 

3. Closing the coverage gap is necessary to fight the opioid crisis.   
x Hundreds of uninsured local people with substance use disorders could receive treatment.  
x In 2017, there were 52 opioid deaths and 174 emergency department visits for opioid overdose 

in Gaston County.2  
x Opioid deaths in Dayton, Ohio have fallen by 54%, thanks largely to closing coverage gap.  
x “Thank God we expanded Medicaid.”— Ohio Gov. John Kasich, 2018 

4. Zero dollars in new state taxes for Gaston families.   
x Federal government would pay 90% of costs.  
x Remaining 10% would be funded by a small assessment on hospitals and other health care 

providers. 
x “There's no doubt it's been helpful…We've been able to do it to date without a single New 

Hampshire taxpayer dollar. No state taxes go into it." — New Hampshire Gov. Chris Sununu, 
2017 
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Closing North Carolina’s Coverage Gap 

Gates County 
What is the coverage gap?  
Today, thousands of people in Gates County cannot get health care when they need it because they 
can’t afford health insurance. Many of these people are in the “coverage gap,” meaning their incomes 
are too low to get a subsidy on healthcare.gov, but they don’t qualify for Medicaid.  
 
North Carolina can close its coverage gap by allowing these people to enroll in the Medicaid program.  
Closing the coverage gap means better health, more jobs for the community and more resources to 
combat the opioid epidemic ravaging our communities. 
 
Impact in Gates County if North Carolina closes its coverage gap:   
 
1. Closing the coverage gap would expand access to affordable care. 

x Approximately 632 additional people in Gates County would gain access to coverage.1 
 

2. Closing the coverage gap would create local jobs and help the economy.  
x 5 new jobs in Gates County.1 
x $1,000,000 in Gates County business activity.1 
x $14,200 in new county revenue.1 

3. Closing the coverage gap is necessary to fight the opioid crisis.   
x Hundreds of uninsured local people with substance use disorders could receive treatment.  
x In 2017, there were 3 opioid deaths and 1 to 4 emergency department visits for opioid overdose 

in Gates County.2  
x Opioid deaths in Dayton, Ohio have fallen by 54%, thanks largely to closing coverage gap.  
x “Thank God we expanded Medicaid.”— Ohio Gov. John Kasich, 2018 

4. Zero dollars in new state taxes for Gates families.   
x Federal government would pay 90% of costs.  
x Remaining 10% would be funded by a small assessment on hospitals and other health care 

providers. 
x “There's no doubt it's been helpful…We've been able to do it to date without a single New 

Hampshire taxpayer dollar. No state taxes go into it." — New Hampshire Gov. Chris Sununu, 
2017 
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Closing North Carolina’s Coverage Gap 

Graham County 
What is the coverage gap?  
Today, thousands of people in Graham County cannot get health care when they need it because they 
can’t afford health insurance. Many of these people are in the “coverage gap,” meaning their incomes 
are too low to get a subsidy on healthcare.gov, but they don’t qualify for Medicaid.  
 
North Carolina can close its coverage gap by allowing these people to enroll in the Medicaid program.  
Closing the coverage gap means better health, more jobs for the community and more resources to 
combat the opioid epidemic ravaging our communities. 
 
Impact in Graham County if North Carolina closes its coverage gap:   
 
1. Closing the coverage gap would expand access to affordable care. 

x Approximately 612 additional people in Graham County would gain access to coverage.1 
 

2. Closing the coverage gap would create local jobs and help the economy.  
x 12 new jobs in Graham County.1 
x $2,200,000 in Graham County business activity.1 
x $43,800 in new county revenue.1 

3. Closing the coverage gap is necessary to fight the opioid crisis.   
x Hundreds of uninsured local people with substance use disorders could receive treatment.  
x In 2017, there were 1 opioid deaths and 7 emergency department visits for opioid overdose in 

Graham County.2  
x Opioid deaths in Dayton, Ohio have fallen by 54%, thanks largely to closing coverage gap.  
x “Thank God we expanded Medicaid.”— Ohio Gov. John Kasich, 2018 

4. Zero dollars in new state taxes for Graham families.   
x Federal government would pay 90% of costs.  
x Remaining 10% would be funded by a small assessment on hospitals and other health care 

providers. 
x “There's no doubt it's been helpful…We've been able to do it to date without a single New 

Hampshire taxpayer dollar. No state taxes go into it." — New Hampshire Gov. Chris Sununu, 
2017 
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Closing North Carolina’s Coverage Gap 

Granville County 
What is the coverage gap?  
Today, thousands of people in Granville County cannot get health care when they need it because they 
can’t afford health insurance. Many of these people are in the “coverage gap,” meaning their incomes 
are too low to get a subsidy on healthcare.gov, but they don’t qualify for Medicaid.  
 
North Carolina can close its coverage gap by allowing these people to enroll in the Medicaid program.  
Closing the coverage gap means better health, more jobs for the community and more resources to 
combat the opioid epidemic ravaging our communities. 
 
Impact in Granville County if North Carolina closes its coverage gap:   
 
1. Closing the coverage gap would expand access to affordable care. 

x Approximately 3,327 additional people in Granville County would gain access to coverage.1 
 

2. Closing the coverage gap would create local jobs and help the economy.  
x 135 new jobs in Granville County.1 
x $27,100,000 in Granville County business activity.1 
x $552,600 in new county revenue.1 

3. Closing the coverage gap is necessary to fight the opioid crisis.   
x Hundreds of uninsured local people with substance use disorders could receive treatment.  
x In 2017, there were 10 opioid deaths and 41 emergency department visits for opioid overdose in 

Granville County.2  
x Opioid deaths in Dayton, Ohio have fallen by 54%, thanks largely to closing coverage gap.  
x “Thank God we expanded Medicaid.”— Ohio Gov. John Kasich, 2018 

4. Zero dollars in new state taxes for Granville families.   
x Federal government would pay 90% of costs.  
x Remaining 10% would be funded by a small assessment on hospitals and other health care 

providers. 
x “There's no doubt it's been helpful…We've been able to do it to date without a single New 

Hampshire taxpayer dollar. No state taxes go into it." — New Hampshire Gov. Chris Sununu, 
2017 

 
1 Ku, L., Bruen, B & Brantley, E. (2019). The Economic and Employment Costs of Not Expanding Medicaid in North Carolina: A 2019 Update. 
https://www.conehealthfoundation.com/foundation/nc-medicaid-expansion/ 
2 NC Opioid Action Plan Data Dashboard. https://injuryfreenc.shinyapps.io/OpioidActionPlan/ 
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Closing North Carolina’s Coverage Gap 

Greene County 
What is the coverage gap?  
Today, thousands of people in Greene County cannot get health care when they need it because they 
can’t afford health insurance. Many of these people are in the “coverage gap,” meaning their incomes 
are too low to get a subsidy on healthcare.gov, but they don’t qualify for Medicaid.  
 
North Carolina can close its coverage gap by allowing these people to enroll in the Medicaid program.  
Closing the coverage gap means better health, more jobs for the community and more resources to 
combat the opioid epidemic ravaging our communities. 
 
Impact in Greene County if North Carolina closes its coverage gap:   
 
1. Closing the coverage gap would expand access to affordable care. 

x Approximately 1,595 additional people in Greene County would gain access to coverage.1 
 

2. Closing the coverage gap would create local jobs and help the economy.  
x 56 new jobs in Greene County.1 
x $8,200,000 in Greene County business activity.1 
x $218,200 in new county revenue.1 

3. Closing the coverage gap is necessary to fight the opioid crisis.   
x Hundreds of uninsured local people with substance use disorders could receive treatment.  
x In 2017, there were 2 opioid deaths and 6 emergency department visits for opioid overdose in 

Greene County.2  
x Opioid deaths in Dayton, Ohio have fallen by 54%, thanks largely to closing coverage gap.  
x “Thank God we expanded Medicaid.”— Ohio Gov. John Kasich, 2018 

4. Zero dollars in new state taxes for Greene families.   
x Federal government would pay 90% of costs.  
x Remaining 10% would be funded by a small assessment on hospitals and other health care 

providers. 
x “There's no doubt it's been helpful…We've been able to do it to date without a single New 

Hampshire taxpayer dollar. No state taxes go into it." — New Hampshire Gov. Chris Sununu, 
2017 
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Closing North Carolina’s Coverage Gap 

Guilford County 
What is the coverage gap?  
Today, thousands of people in Guilford County cannot get health care when they need it because they 
can’t afford health insurance. Many of these people are in the “coverage gap,” meaning their incomes 
are too low to get a subsidy on healthcare.gov, but they don’t qualify for Medicaid.  
 
North Carolina can close its coverage gap by allowing these people to enroll in the Medicaid program.  
Closing the coverage gap means better health, more jobs for the community and more resources to 
combat the opioid epidemic ravaging our communities. 
 
Impact in Guilford County if North Carolina closes its coverage gap:   
 
1. Closing the coverage gap would expand access to affordable care. 

x Approximately 35,194 additional people in Guilford County would gain access to coverage.1 
 

2. Closing the coverage gap would create local jobs and help the economy.  
x 2,706 new jobs in Guilford County.1 
x $682,800,000 in Guilford County business activity.1 
x $7,668,200 in new county revenue.1 

3. Closing the coverage gap is necessary to fight the opioid crisis.   
x Hundreds of uninsured local people with substance use disorders could receive treatment.  
x In 2017, there were 93 opioid deaths and 461 emergency department visits for opioid overdose 

in Guilford County.2  
x Opioid deaths in Dayton, Ohio have fallen by 54%, thanks largely to closing coverage gap.  
x “Thank God we expanded Medicaid.”— Ohio Gov. John Kasich, 2018 

4. Zero dollars in new state taxes for Guilford families.   
x Federal government would pay 90% of costs.  
x Remaining 10% would be funded by a small assessment on hospitals and other health care 

providers. 
x “There's no doubt it's been helpful…We've been able to do it to date without a single New 

Hampshire taxpayer dollar. No state taxes go into it." — New Hampshire Gov. Chris Sununu, 
2017 

 
1 Ku, L., Bruen, B & Brantley, E. (2019). The Economic and Employment Costs of Not Expanding Medicaid in North Carolina: A 2019 Update. 
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Closing North Carolina’s Coverage Gap 

Halifax County 
What is the coverage gap?  
Today, thousands of people in Halifax County cannot get health care when they need it because they 
can’t afford health insurance. Many of these people are in the “coverage gap,” meaning their incomes 
are too low to get a subsidy on healthcare.gov, but they don’t qualify for Medicaid.  
 
North Carolina can close its coverage gap by allowing these people to enroll in the Medicaid program.  
Closing the coverage gap means better health, more jobs for the community and more resources to 
combat the opioid epidemic ravaging our communities. 
 
Impact in Halifax County if North Carolina closes its coverage gap:   
 
1. Closing the coverage gap would expand access to affordable care. 

x Approximately 3,478 additional people in Halifax County would gain access to coverage.1 
 

2. Closing the coverage gap would create local jobs and help the economy.  
x 133 new jobs in Halifax County.1 
x $23,800,000 in Halifax County business activity.1 
x $265,600 in new county revenue.1 

3. Closing the coverage gap is necessary to fight the opioid crisis.   
x Hundreds of uninsured local people with substance use disorders could receive treatment.  
x In 2017, there were 4 opioid deaths and 40 emergency department visits for opioid overdose in 

Halifax County.2  
x Opioid deaths in Dayton, Ohio have fallen by 54%, thanks largely to closing coverage gap.  
x “Thank God we expanded Medicaid.”— Ohio Gov. John Kasich, 2018 

4. Zero dollars in new state taxes for Halifax families.   
x Federal government would pay 90% of costs.  
x Remaining 10% would be funded by a small assessment on hospitals and other health care 

providers. 
x “There's no doubt it's been helpful…We've been able to do it to date without a single New 

Hampshire taxpayer dollar. No state taxes go into it." — New Hampshire Gov. Chris Sununu, 
2017 
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Closing North Carolina’s Coverage Gap 

Harnett County 
What is the coverage gap?  
Today, thousands of people in Harnett County cannot get health care when they need it because they 
can’t afford health insurance. Many of these people are in the “coverage gap,” meaning their incomes 
are too low to get a subsidy on healthcare.gov, but they don’t qualify for Medicaid.  
 
North Carolina can close its coverage gap by allowing these people to enroll in the Medicaid program.  
Closing the coverage gap means better health, more jobs for the community and more resources to 
combat the opioid epidemic ravaging our communities. 
 
Impact in Harnett County if North Carolina closes its coverage gap:   
 
1. Closing the coverage gap would expand access to affordable care. 

x Approximately 8,302 additional people in Harnett County would gain access to coverage.1 
 

2. Closing the coverage gap would create local jobs and help the economy.  
x 344 new jobs in Harnett County.1 
x $51,000,000 in Harnett County business activity.1 
x $1,445,900 in new county revenue.1 

3. Closing the coverage gap is necessary to fight the opioid crisis.   
x Hundreds of uninsured local people with substance use disorders could receive treatment.  
x In 2017, there were 31 opioid deaths and 59 emergency department visits for opioid overdose in 

Harnett County.2  
x Opioid deaths in Dayton, Ohio have fallen by 54%, thanks largely to closing coverage gap.  
x “Thank God we expanded Medicaid.”— Ohio Gov. John Kasich, 2018 

4. Zero dollars in new state taxes for Harnett families.   
x Federal government would pay 90% of costs.  
x Remaining 10% would be funded by a small assessment on hospitals and other health care 

providers. 
x “There's no doubt it's been helpful…We've been able to do it to date without a single New 

Hampshire taxpayer dollar. No state taxes go into it." — New Hampshire Gov. Chris Sununu, 
2017 
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Closing North Carolina’s Coverage Gap 

Haywood County 
What is the coverage gap?  
Today, thousands of people in Haywood County cannot get health care when they need it because they 
can’t afford health insurance. Many of these people are in the “coverage gap,” meaning their incomes 
are too low to get a subsidy on healthcare.gov, but they don’t qualify for Medicaid.  
 
North Carolina can close its coverage gap by allowing these people to enroll in the Medicaid program.  
Closing the coverage gap means better health, more jobs for the community and more resources to 
combat the opioid epidemic ravaging our communities. 
 
Impact in Haywood County if North Carolina closes its coverage gap:   
 
1. Closing the coverage gap would expand access to affordable care. 

x Approximately 3,420 additional people in Haywood County would gain access to coverage.1 
 

2. Closing the coverage gap would create local jobs and help the economy.  
x 99 new jobs in Haywood County.1 
x $19,600,000 in Haywood County business activity.1 
x $527,400 in new county revenue.1 

3. Closing the coverage gap is necessary to fight the opioid crisis.   
x Hundreds of uninsured local people with substance use disorders could receive treatment.  
x In 2017, there were 13 opioid deaths and 97 emergency department visits for opioid overdose in 

Haywood County.2  
x Opioid deaths in Dayton, Ohio have fallen by 54%, thanks largely to closing coverage gap.  
x “Thank God we expanded Medicaid.”— Ohio Gov. John Kasich, 2018 

4. Zero dollars in new state taxes for Haywood families.   
x Federal government would pay 90% of costs.  
x Remaining 10% would be funded by a small assessment on hospitals and other health care 

providers. 
x “There's no doubt it's been helpful…We've been able to do it to date without a single New 

Hampshire taxpayer dollar. No state taxes go into it." — New Hampshire Gov. Chris Sununu, 
2017 
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Closing North Carolina’s Coverage Gap 

Henderson County 
What is the coverage gap?  
Today, thousands of people in Henderson County cannot get health care when they need it because 
they can’t afford health insurance. Many of these people are in the “coverage gap,” meaning their 
incomes are too low to get a subsidy on healthcare.gov, but they don’t qualify for Medicaid.  
 
North Carolina can close its coverage gap by allowing these people to enroll in the Medicaid program.  
Closing the coverage gap means better health, more jobs for the community and more resources to 
combat the opioid epidemic ravaging our communities. 
 
Impact in Henderson County if North Carolina closes its coverage gap:   
 
1. Closing the coverage gap would expand access to affordable care. 

x Approximately 6,857 additional people in Henderson County would gain access to coverage.1 
 

2. Closing the coverage gap would create local jobs and help the economy.  
x 326 new jobs in Henderson County.1 
x $59,900,000 in Henderson County business activity.1 
x $1,060,500 in new county revenue.1 

3. Closing the coverage gap is necessary to fight the opioid crisis.   
x Hundreds of uninsured local people with substance use disorders could receive treatment.  
x In 2017, there were 24 opioid deaths and 71 emergency department visits for opioid overdose in 

Henderson County.2  
x Opioid deaths in Dayton, Ohio have fallen by 54%, thanks largely to closing coverage gap.  
x “Thank God we expanded Medicaid.”— Ohio Gov. John Kasich, 2018 

4. Zero dollars in new state taxes for Henderson families.   
x Federal government would pay 90% of costs.  
x Remaining 10% would be funded by a small assessment on hospitals and other health care 

providers. 
x “There's no doubt it's been helpful…We've been able to do it to date without a single New 

Hampshire taxpayer dollar. No state taxes go into it." — New Hampshire Gov. Chris Sununu, 
2017 
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Closing North Carolina’s Coverage Gap 

Hertford County 
What is the coverage gap?  
Today, thousands of people in Hertford County cannot get health care when they need it because they 
can’t afford health insurance. Many of these people are in the “coverage gap,” meaning their incomes 
are too low to get a subsidy on healthcare.gov, but they don’t qualify for Medicaid.  
 
North Carolina can close its coverage gap by allowing these people to enroll in the Medicaid program.  
Closing the coverage gap means better health, more jobs for the community and more resources to 
combat the opioid epidemic ravaging our communities. 
 
Impact in Hertford County if North Carolina closes its coverage gap:   
 
1. Closing the coverage gap would expand access to affordable care. 

x Approximately 1,645 additional people in Hertford County would gain access to coverage.1 
 

2. Closing the coverage gap would create local jobs and help the economy.  
x 138 new jobs in Hertford County.1 
x $15,100,000 in Hertford County business activity.1 
x $149,600 in new county revenue.1 

3. Closing the coverage gap is necessary to fight the opioid crisis.   
x Hundreds of uninsured local people with substance use disorders could receive treatment.  
x In 2017, there were 3 opioid deaths and 9 emergency department visits for opioid overdose in 

Hertford County.2  
x Opioid deaths in Dayton, Ohio have fallen by 54%, thanks largely to closing coverage gap.  
x “Thank God we expanded Medicaid.”— Ohio Gov. John Kasich, 2018 

4. Zero dollars in new state taxes for Hertford families.   
x Federal government would pay 90% of costs.  
x Remaining 10% would be funded by a small assessment on hospitals and other health care 

providers. 
x “There's no doubt it's been helpful…We've been able to do it to date without a single New 

Hampshire taxpayer dollar. No state taxes go into it." — New Hampshire Gov. Chris Sununu, 
2017 
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Closing North Carolina’s Coverage Gap 

Hoke County 
What is the coverage gap?  
Today, thousands of people in Hoke County cannot get health care when they need it because they can’t 
afford health insurance. Many of these people are in the “coverage gap,” meaning their incomes are too 
low to get a subsidy on healthcare.gov, but they don’t qualify for Medicaid.  
 
North Carolina can close its coverage gap by allowing these people to enroll in the Medicaid program.  
Closing the coverage gap means better health, more jobs for the community and more resources to 
combat the opioid epidemic ravaging our communities. 
 
Impact in Hoke County if North Carolina closes its coverage gap:   
 
1. Closing the coverage gap would expand access to affordable care. 

x Approximately 4,169 additional people in Hoke County would gain access to coverage.1 
 

2. Closing the coverage gap would create local jobs and help the economy.  
x 78 new jobs in Hoke County.1 
x $11,100,000 in Hoke County business activity.1 
x $518,900 in new county revenue.1 

3. Closing the coverage gap is necessary to fight the opioid crisis.   
x Hundreds of uninsured local people with substance use disorders could receive treatment.  
x In 2017, there were 3 opioid deaths and 22 emergency department visits for opioid overdose in 

Hoke County.2  
x Opioid deaths in Dayton, Ohio have fallen by 54%, thanks largely to closing coverage gap.  
x “Thank God we expanded Medicaid.”— Ohio Gov. John Kasich, 2018 

4. Zero dollars in new state taxes for Hoke families.   
x Federal government would pay 90% of costs.  
x Remaining 10% would be funded by a small assessment on hospitals and other health care 

providers. 
x “There's no doubt it's been helpful…We've been able to do it to date without a single New 

Hampshire taxpayer dollar. No state taxes go into it." — New Hampshire Gov. Chris Sununu, 
2017 
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Closing North Carolina’s Coverage Gap 

Hyde County 
What is the coverage gap?  
Today, thousands of people in Hyde County cannot get health care when they need it because they can’t 
afford health insurance. Many of these people are in the “coverage gap,” meaning their incomes are too 
low to get a subsidy on healthcare.gov, but they don’t qualify for Medicaid.  
 
North Carolina can close its coverage gap by allowing these people to enroll in the Medicaid program.  
Closing the coverage gap means better health, more jobs for the community and more resources to 
combat the opioid epidemic ravaging our communities. 
 
Impact in Hyde County if North Carolina closes its coverage gap:   
 
1. Closing the coverage gap would expand access to affordable care. 

x Approximately 435 additional people in HydeCounty would gain access to coverage.1 
 

2. Closing the coverage gap would create local jobs and help the economy.  
x 3 new jobs in Hyde County.1 
x $700 in Hyde County business activity.1 
x $9,600 in new county revenue.1 

3. Closing the coverage gap is necessary to fight the opioid crisis.   
x Hundreds of uninsured local people with substance use disorders could receive treatment.  
x In 2017, there were 2 opioid deaths and 0 emergency department visits for opioid overdose in 

Hyde County.2  
x Opioid deaths in Dayton, Ohio have fallen by 54%, thanks largely to closing coverage gap.  
x “Thank God we expanded Medicaid.”— Ohio Gov. John Kasich, 2018 

4. Zero dollars in new state taxes for Hyde families.   
x Federal government would pay 90% of costs.  
x Remaining 10% would be funded by a small assessment on hospitals and other health care 

providers. 
x “There's no doubt it's been helpful…We've been able to do it to date without a single New 

Hampshire taxpayer dollar. No state taxes go into it." — New Hampshire Gov. Chris Sununu, 
2017 
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Closing North Carolina’s Coverage Gap 

Iredell County 
What is the coverage gap?  
Today, thousands of people in Iredell County cannot get health care when they need it because they 
can’t afford health insurance. Many of these people are in the “coverage gap,” meaning their incomes 
are too low to get a subsidy on healthcare.gov, but they don’t qualify for Medicaid.  
 
North Carolina can close its coverage gap by allowing these people to enroll in the Medicaid program.  
Closing the coverage gap means better health, more jobs for the community and more resources to 
combat the opioid epidemic ravaging our communities. 
 
Impact in Iredell County if North Carolina closes its coverage gap:   
 
1. Closing the coverage gap would expand access to affordable care. 

x Approximately 9,721 additional people in Iredell County would gain access to coverage.1 
 

2. Closing the coverage gap would create local jobs and help the economy.  
x 568 new jobs in Iredell County.1 
x $122,200,000 in Iredell County business activity.1 
x $1,740,100 in new county revenue.1 

3. Closing the coverage gap is necessary to fight the opioid crisis.   
x Hundreds of uninsured local people with substance use disorders could receive treatment.  
x In 2017, there were 27 opioid deaths and 142 emergency department visits for opioid overdose 

in Iredell County.2  
x Opioid deaths in Dayton, Ohio have fallen by 54%, thanks largely to closing coverage gap.  
x “Thank God we expanded Medicaid.”— Ohio Gov. John Kasich, 2018 

4. Zero dollars in new state taxes for Iredell families.   
x Federal government would pay 90% of costs.  
x Remaining 10% would be funded by a small assessment on hospitals and other health care 

providers. 
x “There's no doubt it's been helpful…We've been able to do it to date without a single New 

Hampshire taxpayer dollar. No state taxes go into it." — New Hampshire Gov. Chris Sununu, 
2017 
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Closing North Carolina’s Coverage Gap 

Jackson County 
What is the coverage gap?  
Today, thousands of people in Jackson County cannot get health care when they need it because they 
can’t afford health insurance. Many of these people are in the “coverage gap,” meaning their incomes 
are too low to get a subsidy on healthcare.gov, but they don’t qualify for Medicaid.  
 
North Carolina can close its coverage gap by allowing these people to enroll in the Medicaid program.  
Closing the coverage gap means better health, more jobs for the community and more resources to 
combat the opioid epidemic ravaging our communities. 
 
Impact in Jackson County if North Carolina closes its coverage gap:   
 
1. Closing the coverage gap would expand access to affordable care. 

x Approximately 3,299 additional people in Jackson County would gain access to coverage.1 
 

2. Closing the coverage gap would create local jobs and help the economy.  
x 263 new jobs in Jackson County.1 
x $37,100,000 in Jackson County business activity.1 
x $445,200 in new county revenue.1 

3. Closing the coverage gap is necessary to fight the opioid crisis.   
x Hundreds of uninsured local people with substance use disorders could receive treatment.  
x In 2017, there were 7 opioid deaths and 29 emergency department visits for opioid overdose in 

Jackson County.2  
x Opioid deaths in Dayton, Ohio have fallen by 54%, thanks largely to closing coverage gap.  
x “Thank God we expanded Medicaid.”— Ohio Gov. John Kasich, 2018 

4. Zero dollars in new state taxes for Jackson families.   
x Federal government would pay 90% of costs.  
x Remaining 10% would be funded by a small assessment on hospitals and other health care 

providers. 
x “There's no doubt it's been helpful…We've been able to do it to date without a single New 

Hampshire taxpayer dollar. No state taxes go into it." — New Hampshire Gov. Chris Sununu, 
2017 
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Closing North Carolina’s Coverage Gap 

Johnston County 
What is the coverage gap?  
Today, thousands of people in Johnston County cannot get health care when they need it because they 
can’t afford health insurance. Many of these people are in the “coverage gap,” meaning their incomes 
are too low to get a subsidy on healthcare.gov, but they don’t qualify for Medicaid.  
 
North Carolina can close its coverage gap by allowing these people to enroll in the Medicaid program.  
Closing the coverage gap means better health, more jobs for the community and more resources to 
combat the opioid epidemic ravaging our communities. 
 
Impact in Johnston County if North Carolina closes its coverage gap:   
 
1. Closing the coverage gap would expand access to affordable care. 

x Approximately 12,585 additional people in Johnston County would gain access to coverage.1 
 

2. Closing the coverage gap would create local jobs and help the economy.  
x 662 new jobs in Johnston County.1 
x $107,000,000 in Johnston County business activity.1 
x $2,749,000 in new county revenue.1 

3. Closing the coverage gap is necessary to fight the opioid crisis.   
x Hundreds of uninsured local people with substance use disorders could receive treatment.  
x In 2017, there were 30 opioid deaths and 59 emergency department visits for opioid overdose in 

Johnston County.2  
x Opioid deaths in Dayton, Ohio have fallen by 54%, thanks largely to closing coverage gap.  
x “Thank God we expanded Medicaid.”— Ohio Gov. John Kasich, 2018 

4. Zero dollars in new state taxes for Johnston families.   
x Federal government would pay 90% of costs.  
x Remaining 10% would be funded by a small assessment on hospitals and other health care 

providers. 
x “There's no doubt it's been helpful…We've been able to do it to date without a single New 

Hampshire taxpayer dollar. No state taxes go into it." — New Hampshire Gov. Chris Sununu, 
2017 
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Closing North Carolina’s Coverage Gap 

Jones County 
What is the coverage gap?  
Today, thousands of people in Jones County cannot get health care when they need it because they 
can’t afford health insurance. Many of these people are in the “coverage gap,” meaning their incomes 
are too low to get a subsidy on healthcare.gov, but they don’t qualify for Medicaid.  
 
North Carolina can close its coverage gap by allowing these people to enroll in the Medicaid program.  
Closing the coverage gap means better health, more jobs for the community and more resources to 
combat the opioid epidemic ravaging our communities. 
 
Impact in Jones County if North Carolina closes its coverage gap:   
 
1. Closing the coverage gap would expand access to affordable care. 

x Approximately 740 additional people in Jones County would gain access to coverage.1 
 

2. Closing the coverage gap would create local jobs and help the economy.  
x 12 new jobs in Jones County.1 
x $3,200,000 in Jones County business activity.1 
x $119,200 in new county revenue.1 

3. Closing the coverage gap is necessary to fight the opioid crisis.   
x Hundreds of uninsured local people with substance use disorders could receive treatment.  
x In 2017, there were 4 opioid deaths and 5 emergency department visits for opioid overdose in 

Jones County.2  
x Opioid deaths in Dayton, Ohio have fallen by 54%, thanks largely to closing coverage gap.  
x “Thank God we expanded Medicaid.”— Ohio Gov. John Kasich, 2018 

4. Zero dollars in new state taxes for Jones families.   
x Federal government would pay 90% of costs.  
x Remaining 10% would be funded by a small assessment on hospitals and other health care 

providers. 
x “There's no doubt it's been helpful…We've been able to do it to date without a single New 

Hampshire taxpayer dollar. No state taxes go into it." — New Hampshire Gov. Chris Sununu, 
2017 

 
1 Ku, L., Bruen, B & Brantley, E. (2019). The Economic and Employment Costs of Not Expanding Medicaid in North Carolina: A 2019 Update. 
https://www.conehealthfoundation.com/foundation/nc-medicaid-expansion/ 
2 NC Opioid Action Plan Data Dashboard. https://injuryfreenc.shinyapps.io/OpioidActionPlan/ 
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Closing North Carolina’s Coverage Gap 

Lee County 
What is the coverage gap?  
Today, thousands of people in Lee County cannot get health care when they need it because they can’t 
afford health insurance. Many of these people are in the “coverage gap,” meaning their incomes are too 
low to get a subsidy on healthcare.gov, but they don’t qualify for Medicaid.  
 
North Carolina can close its coverage gap by allowing these people to enroll in the Medicaid program.  
Closing the coverage gap means better health, more jobs for the community and more resources to 
combat the opioid epidemic ravaging our communities. 
 
Impact in Lee County if North Carolina closes its coverage gap:   
 
1. Closing the coverage gap would expand access to affordable care. 

x Approximately 4,632 additional people in Lee County would gain access to coverage.1 
 

2. Closing the coverage gap would create local jobs and help the economy.  
x 292 new jobs in Lee County.1 
x $58,800,000 in Lee County business activity.1 
x $618,700 in new county revenue.1 

3. Closing the coverage gap is necessary to fight the opioid crisis.   
x Hundreds of uninsured local people with substance use disorders could receive treatment.  
x In 2017, there were 19 opioid deaths and 67 emergency department visits for opioid overdose in 

Lee County.2  
x Opioid deaths in Dayton, Ohio have fallen by 54%, thanks largely to closing coverage gap.  
x “Thank God we expanded Medicaid.”— Ohio Gov. John Kasich, 2018 

4. Zero dollars in new state taxes for Lee families.   
x Federal government would pay 90% of costs.  
x Remaining 10% would be funded by a small assessment on hospitals and other health care 

providers. 
x “There's no doubt it's been helpful…We've been able to do it to date without a single New 

Hampshire taxpayer dollar. No state taxes go into it." — New Hampshire Gov. Chris Sununu, 
2017 

 
1 Ku, L., Bruen, B & Brantley, E. (2019). The Economic and Employment Costs of Not Expanding Medicaid in North Carolina: A 2019 Update. 
https://www.conehealthfoundation.com/foundation/nc-medicaid-expansion/ 
2 NC Opioid Action Plan Data Dashboard. https://injuryfreenc.shinyapps.io/OpioidActionPlan/ 



 
Care4Carolina  

Erica Palmer Smith, Director ● 919.710.0220 ● care4carolina@gmail.com 

 
 
Closing North Carolina’s Coverage Gap 

Lenoir County 
What is the coverage gap?  
Today, thousands of people in Lenoir County cannot get health care when they need it because they 
can’t afford health insurance. Many of these people are in the “coverage gap,” meaning their incomes 
are too low to get a subsidy on healthcare.gov, but they don’t qualify for Medicaid.  
 
North Carolina can close its coverage gap by allowing these people to enroll in the Medicaid program.  
Closing the coverage gap means better health, more jobs for the community and more resources to 
combat the opioid epidemic ravaging our communities. 
 
Impact in Lenoir County if North Carolina closes its coverage gap:   
 
1. Closing the coverage gap would expand access to affordable care. 

x Approximately 4,519 additional people in Lenoir County would gain access to coverage.1 
 

2. Closing the coverage gap would create local jobs and help the economy.  
x 203 new jobs in Lenoir County.1 
x $41,600,000 in Lenoir County business activity.1 
x $474,900 in new county revenue.1 

3. Closing the coverage gap is necessary to fight the opioid crisis.   
x Hundreds of uninsured local people with substance use disorders could receive treatment.  
x In 2017, there were 11 opioid deaths and 45 emergency department visits for opioid overdose in 

Lenoir County.2  
x Opioid deaths in Dayton, Ohio have fallen by 54%, thanks largely to closing coverage gap.  
x “Thank God we expanded Medicaid.”— Ohio Gov. John Kasich, 2018 

4. Zero dollars in new state taxes for Lenoir families.   
x Federal government would pay 90% of costs.  
x Remaining 10% would be funded by a small assessment on hospitals and other health care 

providers. 
x “There's no doubt it's been helpful…We've been able to do it to date without a single New 

Hampshire taxpayer dollar. No state taxes go into it." — New Hampshire Gov. Chris Sununu, 
2017 

 
1 Ku, L., Bruen, B & Brantley, E. (2019). The Economic and Employment Costs of Not Expanding Medicaid in North Carolina: A 2019 Update. 
https://www.conehealthfoundation.com/foundation/nc-medicaid-expansion/ 
2 NC Opioid Action Plan Data Dashboard. https://injuryfreenc.shinyapps.io/OpioidActionPlan/ 
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Closing North Carolina’s Coverage Gap 

Lincoln County 
What is the coverage gap?  
Today, thousands of people in Lincoln County cannot get health care when they need it because they 
can’t afford health insurance. Many of these people are in the “coverage gap,” meaning their incomes 
are too low to get a subsidy on healthcare.gov, but they don’t qualify for Medicaid.  
 
North Carolina can close its coverage gap by allowing these people to enroll in the Medicaid program.  
Closing the coverage gap means better health, more jobs for the community and more resources to 
combat the opioid epidemic ravaging our communities. 
 
Impact in Lincoln County if North Carolina closes its coverage gap:   
 
1. Closing the coverage gap would expand access to affordable care. 

x Approximately 4,499 additional people in Lincoln County would gain access to coverage.1 
 

2. Closing the coverage gap would create local jobs and help the economy.  
x 131 new jobs in Lincoln County.1 
x $26,300,000 in Lincoln County business activity.1 
x $696,300 in new county revenue.1 

3. Closing the coverage gap is necessary to fight the opioid crisis.   
x Hundreds of uninsured local people with substance use disorders could receive treatment.  
x In 2017, there were 8 opioid deaths and 112 emergency department visits for opioid overdose in 

Lincoln County.2  
x Opioid deaths in Dayton, Ohio have fallen by 54%, thanks largely to closing coverage gap.  
x “Thank God we expanded Medicaid.”— Ohio Gov. John Kasich, 2018 

4. Zero dollars in new state taxes for Lincoln families.   
x Federal government would pay 90% of costs.  
x Remaining 10% would be funded by a small assessment on hospitals and other health care 

providers. 
x “There's no doubt it's been helpful…We've been able to do it to date without a single New 

Hampshire taxpayer dollar. No state taxes go into it." — New Hampshire Gov. Chris Sununu, 
2017 

 
1 Ku, L., Bruen, B & Brantley, E. (2019). The Economic and Employment Costs of Not Expanding Medicaid in North Carolina: A 2019 Update. 
https://www.conehealthfoundation.com/foundation/nc-medicaid-expansion/ 
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Closing North Carolina’s Coverage Gap 

Macon County 
What is the coverage gap?  
Today, thousands of people in Macon County cannot get health care when they need it because they 
can’t afford health insurance. Many of these people are in the “coverage gap,” meaning their incomes 
are too low to get a subsidy on healthcare.gov, but they don’t qualify for Medicaid.  
 
North Carolina can close its coverage gap by allowing these people to enroll in the Medicaid program.  
Closing the coverage gap means better health, more jobs for the community and more resources to 
combat the opioid epidemic ravaging our communities. 
 
Impact in Macon County if North Carolina closes its coverage gap:   
 
1. Closing the coverage gap would expand access to affordable care. 

x Approximately 1,322 additional people in Macon County would gain access to coverage.1 
 

2. Closing the coverage gap would create local jobs and help the economy.  
x 62 new jobs in Macon County.1 
x $10,000,000 in Macon County business activity.1 
x $169,600 in new county revenue.1 

3. Closing the coverage gap is necessary to fight the opioid crisis.   
x Hundreds of uninsured local people with substance use disorders could receive treatment.  
x In 2017, there were 5 opioid deaths and 28 emergency department visits for opioid overdose in 

Macon County.2  
x Opioid deaths in Dayton, Ohio have fallen by 54%, thanks largely to closing coverage gap.  
x “Thank God we expanded Medicaid.”— Ohio Gov. John Kasich, 2018 

4. Zero dollars in new state taxes for Macon families.   
x Federal government would pay 90% of costs.  
x Remaining 10% would be funded by a small assessment on hospitals and other health care 

providers. 
x “There's no doubt it's been helpful…We've been able to do it to date without a single New 

Hampshire taxpayer dollar. No state taxes go into it." — New Hampshire Gov. Chris Sununu, 
2017 

 
1 Ku, L., Bruen, B & Brantley, E. (2019). The Economic and Employment Costs of Not Expanding Medicaid in North Carolina: A 2019 Update. 
https://www.conehealthfoundation.com/foundation/nc-medicaid-expansion/ 
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Closing North Carolina’s Coverage Gap 

Madison County 
What is the coverage gap?  
Today, thousands of people in Madison County cannot get health care when they need it because they 
can’t afford health insurance. Many of these people are in the “coverage gap,” meaning their incomes 
are too low to get a subsidy on healthcare.gov, but they don’t qualify for Medicaid.  
 
North Carolina can close its coverage gap by allowing these people to enroll in the Medicaid program.  
Closing the coverage gap means better health, more jobs for the community and more resources to 
combat the opioid epidemic ravaging our communities. 
 
Impact in Madison County if North Carolina closes its coverage gap:   
 
1. Closing the coverage gap would expand access to affordable care. 

x Approximately 1,711 additional people in Madison County would gain access to coverage.1 
 

2. Closing the coverage gap would create local jobs and help the economy.  
x 48 new jobs in Madison County.1 
x $8,000,000 in Madison County business activity.1 
x $137,800 in new county revenue.1 

3. Closing the coverage gap is necessary to fight the opioid crisis.   
x Hundreds of uninsured local people with substance use disorders could receive treatment.  
x In 2017, there were 3 opioid deaths and 12 emergency department visits for opioid overdose in 

Madison County.2  
x Opioid deaths in Dayton, Ohio have fallen by 54%, thanks largely to closing coverage gap.  
x “Thank God we expanded Medicaid.”— Ohio Gov. John Kasich, 2018 

4. Zero dollars in new state taxes for Madison families.   
x Federal government would pay 90% of costs.  
x Remaining 10% would be funded by a small assessment on hospitals and other health care 

providers. 
x “There's no doubt it's been helpful…We've been able to do it to date without a single New 

Hampshire taxpayer dollar. No state taxes go into it." — New Hampshire Gov. Chris Sununu, 
2017 

 
1 Ku, L., Bruen, B & Brantley, E. (2019). The Economic and Employment Costs of Not Expanding Medicaid in North Carolina: A 2019 Update. 
https://www.conehealthfoundation.com/foundation/nc-medicaid-expansion/ 
2 NC Opioid Action Plan Data Dashboard. https://injuryfreenc.shinyapps.io/OpioidActionPlan/ 
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Closing North Carolina’s Coverage Gap 

Martin County 
What is the coverage gap?  
Today, thousands of people in Martin County cannot get health care when they need it because they 
can’t afford health insurance. Many of these people are in the “coverage gap,” meaning their incomes 
are too low to get a subsidy on healthcare.gov, but they don’t qualify for Medicaid.  
 
North Carolina can close its coverage gap by allowing these people to enroll in the Medicaid program.  
Closing the coverage gap means better health, more jobs for the community and more resources to 
combat the opioid epidemic ravaging our communities. 
 
Impact in Martin County if North Carolina closes its coverage gap:   
 
1. Closing the coverage gap would expand access to affordable care. 

x Approximately 3,095 additional people in Martin County would gain access to coverage.1 
 

2. Closing the coverage gap would create local jobs and help the economy.  
x 75 new jobs in Martin County.1 
x $13,100,000 in Martin County business activity.1 
x $153,800 in new county revenue.1 

3. Closing the coverage gap is necessary to fight the opioid crisis.   
x Hundreds of uninsured local people with substance use disorders could receive treatment.  
x In 2017, there were 3 opioid deaths and 6 emergency department visits for opioid overdose in 

Martin County.2  
x Opioid deaths in Dayton, Ohio have fallen by 54%, thanks largely to closing coverage gap.  
x “Thank God we expanded Medicaid.”— Ohio Gov. John Kasich, 2018 

4. Zero dollars in new state taxes for Martin families.   
x Federal government would pay 90% of costs.  
x Remaining 10% would be funded by a small assessment on hospitals and other health care 

providers. 
x “There's no doubt it's been helpful…We've been able to do it to date without a single New 

Hampshire taxpayer dollar. No state taxes go into it." — New Hampshire Gov. Chris Sununu, 
2017 

 
1 Ku, L., Bruen, B & Brantley, E. (2019). The Economic and Employment Costs of Not Expanding Medicaid in North Carolina: A 2019 Update. 
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Closing North Carolina’s Coverage Gap 

McDowell County 
What is the coverage gap?  
Today, thousands of people in McDowell County cannot get health care when they need it because they 
can’t afford health insurance. Many of these people are in the “coverage gap,” meaning their incomes 
are too low to get a subsidy on healthcare.gov, but they don’t qualify for Medicaid.  
 
North Carolina can close its coverage gap by allowing these people to enroll in the Medicaid program.  
Closing the coverage gap means better health, more jobs for the community and more resources to 
combat the opioid epidemic ravaging our communities. 
 
Impact in McDowell County if North Carolina closes its coverage gap:   
 
1. Closing the coverage gap would expand access to affordable care. 

x Approximately 2,869 additional people in McDowell County would gain access to coverage.1 
 

2. Closing the coverage gap would create local jobs and help the economy.  
x 95 new jobs in McDowell County.1 
x $17,400,000 in McDowell County business activity.1 
x $209,300 in new county revenue.1 

3. Closing the coverage gap is necessary to fight the opioid crisis.   
x Hundreds of uninsured local people with substance use disorders could receive treatment.  
x In 2017, there were 10 opioid deaths and 39 emergency department visits for opioid overdose in 

McDowell County.2  
x Opioid deaths in Dayton, Ohio have fallen by 54%, thanks largely to closing coverage gap.  
x “Thank God we expanded Medicaid.”— Ohio Gov. John Kasich, 2018 

4. Zero dollars in new state taxes for McDowell families.   
x Federal government would pay 90% of costs.  
x Remaining 10% would be funded by a small assessment on hospitals and other health care 

providers. 
x “There's no doubt it's been helpful…We've been able to do it to date without a single New 

Hampshire taxpayer dollar. No state taxes go into it." — New Hampshire Gov. Chris Sununu, 
2017 

 
1 Ku, L., Bruen, B & Brantley, E. (2019). The Economic and Employment Costs of Not Expanding Medicaid in North Carolina: A 2019 Update. 
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Closing North Carolina’s Coverage Gap 

Mecklenburg County 
What is the coverage gap?  
Today, thousands of people in Mecklenburg County cannot get health care when they need it because 
they can’t afford health insurance. Many of these people are in the “coverage gap,” meaning their 
incomes are too low to get a subsidy on healthcare.gov, but they don’t qualify for Medicaid.  
 
North Carolina can close its coverage gap by allowing these people to enroll in the Medicaid program.  
Closing the coverage gap means better health, more jobs for the community and more resources to 
combat the opioid epidemic ravaging our communities. 
 
Impact in Mecklenburg County if North Carolina closes its coverage gap:   
 
1. Closing the coverage gap would expand access to affordable care. 

x Approximately 64,281 additional people in Mecklenburg County would gain access to coverage.1 
 

2. Closing the coverage gap would create local jobs and help the economy.  
x 3,751 new jobs in Mecklenburg County.1 
x $999,600,000 in Mecklenburg County business activity.1 
x $11,589,300 in new county revenue.1 

3. Closing the coverage gap is necessary to fight the opioid crisis.   
x Hundreds of uninsured local people with substance use disorders could receive treatment.  
x In 2017, there were 169 opioid deaths and 881 emergency department visits for opioid 

overdose in Mecklenburg County.2  
x Opioid deaths in Dayton, Ohio have fallen by 54%, thanks largely to closing coverage gap.  
x “Thank God we expanded Medicaid.”— Ohio Gov. John Kasich, 2018 

4. Zero dollars in new state taxes for Mecklenburg families.   
x Federal government would pay 90% of costs.  
x Remaining 10% would be funded by a small assessment on hospitals and other health care 

providers. 
x “There's no doubt it's been helpful…We've been able to do it to date without a single New 

Hampshire taxpayer dollar. No state taxes go into it." — New Hampshire Gov. Chris Sununu, 
2017 

 
1 Ku, L., Bruen, B & Brantley, E. (2019). The Economic and Employment Costs of Not Expanding Medicaid in North Carolina: A 2019 Update. 
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Closing North Carolina’s Coverage Gap 

Mitchell County 
What is the coverage gap?  
Today, thousands of people in Mitchell County cannot get health care when they need it because they 
can’t afford health insurance. Many of these people are in the “coverage gap,” meaning their incomes 
are too low to get a subsidy on healthcare.gov, but they don’t qualify for Medicaid.  
 
North Carolina can close its coverage gap by allowing these people to enroll in the Medicaid program.  
Closing the coverage gap means better health, more jobs for the community and more resources to 
combat the opioid epidemic ravaging our communities. 
 
Impact in Mitchell County if North Carolina closes its coverage gap:   
 
1. Closing the coverage gap would expand access to affordable care. 

x Approximately 880 additional people in Mitchell County would gain access to coverage.1 
 

2. Closing the coverage gap would create local jobs and help the economy.  
x 47 new jobs in Mitchell County.1 
x $7,700,000 in Mitchell County business activity.1 
x $83,300 in new county revenue.1 

3. Closing the coverage gap is necessary to fight the opioid crisis.   
x Hundreds of uninsured local people with substance use disorders could receive treatment.  
x In 2017, there were 1 opioid deaths and 9 emergency department visits for opioid overdose in 

Mitchell County.2  
x Opioid deaths in Dayton, Ohio have fallen by 54%, thanks largely to closing coverage gap.  
x “Thank God we expanded Medicaid.”— Ohio Gov. John Kasich, 2018 

4. Zero dollars in new state taxes for Mitchell families.   
x Federal government would pay 90% of costs.  
x Remaining 10% would be funded by a small assessment on hospitals and other health care 

providers. 
x “There's no doubt it's been helpful…We've been able to do it to date without a single New 

Hampshire taxpayer dollar. No state taxes go into it." — New Hampshire Gov. Chris Sununu, 
2017 

 
1 Ku, L., Bruen, B & Brantley, E. (2019). The Economic and Employment Costs of Not Expanding Medicaid in North Carolina: A 2019 Update. 
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Closing North Carolina’s Coverage Gap 

Montgomery County 
What is the coverage gap?  
Today, thousands of people in Montgomery County cannot get health care when they need it because 
they can’t afford health insurance. Many of these people are in the “coverage gap,” meaning their 
incomes are too low to get a subsidy on healthcare.gov, but they don’t qualify for Medicaid.  
 
North Carolina can close its coverage gap by allowing these people to enroll in the Medicaid program.  
Closing the coverage gap means better health, more jobs for the community and more resources to 
combat the opioid epidemic ravaging our communities. 
 
Impact in Montgomery County if North Carolina closes its coverage gap:   
 
1. Closing the coverage gap would expand access to affordable care. 

x Approximately 2,412 additional people in Montgomery County would gain access to coverage.1 
 

2. Closing the coverage gap would create local jobs and help the economy.  
x 67 new jobs in Montgomery County.1 
x $9,300,000 in Montgomery County business activity.1 
x $163,600 in new county revenue.1 

3. Closing the coverage gap is necessary to fight the opioid crisis.   
x Hundreds of uninsured local people with substance use disorders could receive treatment.  
x In 2017, there were 3 opioid deaths and 6 emergency department visits for opioid overdose in 

Montgomery County.2  
x Opioid deaths in Dayton, Ohio have fallen by 54%, thanks largely to closing coverage gap.  
x “Thank God we expanded Medicaid.”— Ohio Gov. John Kasich, 2018 

4. Zero dollars in new state taxes for Montgomery families.   
x Federal government would pay 90% of costs.  
x Remaining 10% would be funded by a small assessment on hospitals and other health care 

providers. 
x “There's no doubt it's been helpful…We've been able to do it to date without a single New 

Hampshire taxpayer dollar. No state taxes go into it." — New Hampshire Gov. Chris Sununu, 
2017 
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Closing North Carolina’s Coverage Gap 

Moore County 
What is the coverage gap?  
Today, thousands of people in Moore County cannot get health care when they need it because they 
can’t afford health insurance. Many of these people are in the “coverage gap,” meaning their incomes 
are too low to get a subsidy on healthcare.gov, but they don’t qualify for Medicaid.  
 
North Carolina can close its coverage gap by allowing these people to enroll in the Medicaid program.  
Closing the coverage gap means better health, more jobs for the community and more resources to 
combat the opioid epidemic ravaging our communities. 
 
Impact in Moore County if North Carolina closes its coverage gap:   
 
1. Closing the coverage gap would expand access to affordable care. 

x Approximately 4,738 additional people in Moore County would gain access to coverage.1 
 

2. Closing the coverage gap would create local jobs and help the economy.  
x 428 new jobs in Moore County.1 
x $90,300,000 in Moore County business activity.1 
x $1,261,600 in new county revenue.1 

3. Closing the coverage gap is necessary to fight the opioid crisis.   
x Hundreds of uninsured local people with substance use disorders could receive treatment.  
x In 2017, there were 10 opioid deaths and 32 emergency department visits for opioid overdose in 

Moore County.2  
x Opioid deaths in Dayton, Ohio have fallen by 54%, thanks largely to closing coverage gap.  
x “Thank God we expanded Medicaid.”— Ohio Gov. John Kasich, 2018 

4. Zero dollars in new state taxes for Moore families.   
x Federal government would pay 90% of costs.  
x Remaining 10% would be funded by a small assessment on hospitals and other health care 

providers. 
x “There's no doubt it's been helpful…We've been able to do it to date without a single New 

Hampshire taxpayer dollar. No state taxes go into it." — New Hampshire Gov. Chris Sununu, 
2017 
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Closing North Carolina’s Coverage Gap 

Nash County 
What is the coverage gap?  
Today, thousands of people in Nash County cannot get health care when they need it because they can’t 
afford health insurance. Many of these people are in the “coverage gap,” meaning their incomes are too 
low to get a subsidy on healthcare.gov, but they don’t qualify for Medicaid.  
 
North Carolina can close its coverage gap by allowing these people to enroll in the Medicaid program.  
Closing the coverage gap means better health, more jobs for the community and more resources to 
combat the opioid epidemic ravaging our communities. 
 
Impact in Nash County if North Carolina closes its coverage gap:   
 
1. Closing the coverage gap would expand access to affordable care. 

x Approximately 6,277 additional people in Nash County would gain access to coverage.1 
 

2. Closing the coverage gap would create local jobs and help the economy.  
x 278 new jobs in Nash County.1 
x $58,900,000 in Nash County business activity.1 
x $740,100 in new county revenue.1 

3. Closing the coverage gap is necessary to fight the opioid crisis.   
x Hundreds of uninsured local people with substance use disorders could receive treatment.  
x In 2017, there were 6 opioid deaths and 30 emergency department visits for opioid overdose in 

Nash County.2  
x Opioid deaths in Dayton, Ohio have fallen by 54%, thanks largely to closing coverage gap.  
x “Thank God we expanded Medicaid.”— Ohio Gov. John Kasich, 2018 

4. Zero dollars in new state taxes for Nash families.   
x Federal government would pay 90% of costs.  
x Remaining 10% would be funded by a small assessment on hospitals and other health care 

providers. 
x “There's no doubt it's been helpful…We've been able to do it to date without a single New 

Hampshire taxpayer dollar. No state taxes go into it." — New Hampshire Gov. Chris Sununu, 
2017 
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Closing North Carolina’s Coverage Gap 

New Hanover County 
What is the coverage gap?  
Today, thousands of people in New Hanover County cannot get health care when they need it because 
they can’t afford health insurance. Many of these people are in the “coverage gap,” meaning their 
incomes are too low to get a subsidy on healthcare.gov, but they don’t qualify for Medicaid.  
 
North Carolina can close its coverage gap by allowing these people to enroll in the Medicaid program.  
Closing the coverage gap means better health, more jobs for the community and more resources to 
combat the opioid epidemic ravaging our communities. 
 
Impact in New Hanover County if North Carolina closes its coverage gap:   
 
1. Closing the coverage gap would expand access to affordable care. 

x Approximately 13,188 additional people in New Hanover County would gain access to 
coverage.1 
 

2. Closing the coverage gap would create local jobs and help the economy.  
x 876 new jobs in New Hanover County.1 
x $192,800,000 in New Hanover County business activity.1 
x $2,671,000 in new county revenue.1 

3. Closing the coverage gap is necessary to fight the opioid crisis.   
x Hundreds of uninsured local people with substance use disorders could receive treatment.  
x In 2017, there were 69 opioid deaths and 217 emergency department visits for opioid overdose 

in New Hanover County.2  
x Opioid deaths in Dayton, Ohio have fallen by 54%, thanks largely to closing coverage gap.  
x “Thank God we expanded Medicaid.”— Ohio Gov. John Kasich, 2018 

4. Zero dollars in new state taxes for New Hanover families.   
x Federal government would pay 90% of costs.  
x Remaining 10% would be funded by a small assessment on hospitals and other health care 

providers. 
x “There's no doubt it's been helpful…We've been able to do it to date without a single New 

Hampshire taxpayer dollar. No state taxes go into it." — New Hampshire Gov. Chris Sununu, 
2017 

 
1 Ku, L., Bruen, B & Brantley, E. (2019). The Economic and Employment Costs of Not Expanding Medicaid in North Carolina: A 2019 Update. 
https://www.conehealthfoundation.com/foundation/nc-medicaid-expansion/ 
2 NC Opioid Action Plan Data Dashboard. https://injuryfreenc.shinyapps.io/OpioidActionPlan/ 
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Closing North Carolina’s Coverage Gap 

Northampton County 
What is the coverage gap?  
Today, thousands of people in Northampton County cannot get health care when they need it because 
they can’t afford health insurance. Many of these people are in the “coverage gap,” meaning their 
incomes are too low to get a subsidy on healthcare.gov, but they don’t qualify for Medicaid.  
 
North Carolina can close its coverage gap by allowing these people to enroll in the Medicaid program.  
Closing the coverage gap means better health, more jobs for the community and more resources to 
combat the opioid epidemic ravaging our communities. 
 
Impact in Northampton County if North Carolina closes its coverage gap:   
 
1. Closing the coverage gap would expand access to affordable care. 

x Approximately 1,342 additional people in Northampton County would gain access to coverage.1 
 

2. Closing the coverage gap would create local jobs and help the economy.  
x 19 new jobs in Northampton County.1 
x $3,000,000 in Northampton County business activity.1 
x $72,000 in new county revenue.1 

3. Closing the coverage gap is necessary to fight the opioid crisis.   
x Hundreds of uninsured local people with substance use disorders could receive treatment.  
x In 2017, there were 2 opioid deaths and 8 emergency department visits for opioid overdose in 

Northampton County.2  
x Opioid deaths in Dayton, Ohio have fallen by 54%, thanks largely to closing coverage gap.  
x “Thank God we expanded Medicaid.”— Ohio Gov. John Kasich, 2018 

4. Zero dollars in new state taxes for Northampton families.   
x Federal government would pay 90% of costs.  
x Remaining 10% would be funded by a small assessment on hospitals and other health care 

providers. 
x “There's no doubt it's been helpful…We've been able to do it to date without a single New 

Hampshire taxpayer dollar. No state taxes go into it." — New Hampshire Gov. Chris Sununu, 
2017 

 
1 Ku, L., Bruen, B & Brantley, E. (2019). The Economic and Employment Costs of Not Expanding Medicaid in North Carolina: A 2019 Update. 
https://www.conehealthfoundation.com/foundation/nc-medicaid-expansion/ 
2 NC Opioid Action Plan Data Dashboard. https://injuryfreenc.shinyapps.io/OpioidActionPlan/ 
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Closing North Carolina’s Coverage Gap 

Onslow County 
What is the coverage gap?  
Today, thousands of people in Onslow County cannot get health care when they need it because they 
can’t afford health insurance. Many of these people are in the “coverage gap,” meaning their incomes 
are too low to get a subsidy on healthcare.gov, but they don’t qualify for Medicaid.  
 
North Carolina can close its coverage gap by allowing these people to enroll in the Medicaid program.  
Closing the coverage gap means better health, more jobs for the community and more resources to 
combat the opioid epidemic ravaging our communities. 
 
Impact in Onslow County if North Carolina closes its coverage gap:   
 
1. Closing the coverage gap would expand access to affordable care. 

x Approximately 9,686 additional people in Onslow County would gain access to coverage.1 
 

2. Closing the coverage gap would create local jobs and help the economy.  
x 161 new jobs in Onslow County.1 
x $30,400,000 in Onslow County business activity.1 
x $210,500 in new county revenue.1 

3. Closing the coverage gap is necessary to fight the opioid crisis.   
x Hundreds of uninsured local people with substance use disorders could receive treatment.  
x In 2017, there were 28 opioid deaths and 72 emergency department visits for opioid overdose in 

Onslow County.2  
x Opioid deaths in Dayton, Ohio have fallen by 54%, thanks largely to closing coverage gap.  
x “Thank God we expanded Medicaid.”— Ohio Gov. John Kasich, 2018 

4. Zero dollars in new state taxes for Onslow families.   
x Federal government would pay 90% of costs.  
x Remaining 10% would be funded by a small assessment on hospitals and other health care 

providers. 
x “There's no doubt it's been helpful…We've been able to do it to date without a single New 

Hampshire taxpayer dollar. No state taxes go into it." — New Hampshire Gov. Chris Sununu, 
2017 

 
1 Ku, L., Bruen, B & Brantley, E. (2019). The Economic and Employment Costs of Not Expanding Medicaid in North Carolina: A 2019 Update. 
https://www.conehealthfoundation.com/foundation/nc-medicaid-expansion/ 
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Closing North Carolina’s Coverage Gap 

Orange County 
What is the coverage gap?  
Today, thousands of people in Orange County cannot get health care when they need it because they 
can’t afford health insurance. Many of these people are in the “coverage gap,” meaning their incomes 
are too low to get a subsidy on healthcare.gov, but they don’t qualify for Medicaid.  
 
North Carolina can close its coverage gap by allowing these people to enroll in the Medicaid program.  
Closing the coverage gap means better health, more jobs for the community and more resources to 
combat the opioid epidemic ravaging our communities. 
 
Impact in Orange County if North Carolina closes its coverage gap:   
 
1. Closing the coverage gap would expand access to affordable care. 

x Approximately 7,254 additional people in Orange County would gain access to coverage.1 
 

2. Closing the coverage gap would create local jobs and help the economy.  
x 629 new jobs in Orange County.1 
x $141,300,000 in Orange County business activity.1 
x $3,724,200 in new county revenue.1 

3. Closing the coverage gap is necessary to fight the opioid crisis.   
x Hundreds of uninsured local people with substance use disorders could receive treatment.  
x In 2017, there were 8 opioid deaths and 60 emergency department visits for opioid overdose in 

Orange County.2  
x Opioid deaths in Dayton, Ohio have fallen by 54%, thanks largely to closing coverage gap.  
x “Thank God we expanded Medicaid.”— Ohio Gov. John Kasich, 2018 

4. Zero dollars in new state taxes for Orange families.   
x Federal government would pay 90% of costs.  
x Remaining 10% would be funded by a small assessment on hospitals and other health care 

providers. 
x “There's no doubt it's been helpful…We've been able to do it to date without a single New 

Hampshire taxpayer dollar. No state taxes go into it." — New Hampshire Gov. Chris Sununu, 
2017 

 
1 Ku, L., Bruen, B & Brantley, E. (2019). The Economic and Employment Costs of Not Expanding Medicaid in North Carolina: A 2019 Update. 
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Closing North Carolina’s Coverage Gap 

Pamlico County 
What is the coverage gap?  
Today, thousands of people in Pamlico County cannot get health care when they need it because they 
can’t afford health insurance. Many of these people are in the “coverage gap,” meaning their incomes 
are too low to get a subsidy on healthcare.gov, but they don’t qualify for Medicaid.  
 
North Carolina can close its coverage gap by allowing these people to enroll in the Medicaid program.  
Closing the coverage gap means better health, more jobs for the community and more resources to 
combat the opioid epidemic ravaging our communities. 
 
Impact in Pamlico County if North Carolina closes its coverage gap:   
 
1. Closing the coverage gap would expand access to affordable care. 

x Approximately 677 additional people in Pamlico County would gain access to coverage.1 
 

2. Closing the coverage gap would create local jobs and help the economy.  
x 34 new jobs in Pamlico County.1 
x $4,100,000 in Pamlico County business activity.1 
x $75,400 in new county revenue.1 

3. Closing the coverage gap is necessary to fight the opioid crisis.   
x Hundreds of uninsured local people with substance use disorders could receive treatment.  
x In 2017, there were 6 opioid deaths and 43 emergency department visits for opioid overdose in 

Pamlico County.2  
x Opioid deaths in Dayton, Ohio have fallen by 54%, thanks largely to closing coverage gap.  
x “Thank God we expanded Medicaid.”— Ohio Gov. John Kasich, 2018 

4. Zero dollars in new state taxes for Pamlico families.   
x Federal government would pay 90% of costs.  
x Remaining 10% would be funded by a small assessment on hospitals and other health care 

providers. 
x “There's no doubt it's been helpful…We've been able to do it to date without a single New 

Hampshire taxpayer dollar. No state taxes go into it." — New Hampshire Gov. Chris Sununu, 
2017 

 
1 Ku, L., Bruen, B & Brantley, E. (2019). The Economic and Employment Costs of Not Expanding Medicaid in North Carolina: A 2019 Update. 
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Closing North Carolina’s Coverage Gap 

Pasquotank County 
What is the coverage gap?  
Today, thousands of people in Pasquotank County cannot get health care when they need it because 
they can’t afford health insurance. Many of these people are in the “coverage gap,” meaning their 
incomes are too low to get a subsidy on healthcare.gov, but they don’t qualify for Medicaid.  
 
North Carolina can close its coverage gap by allowing these people to enroll in the Medicaid program.  
Closing the coverage gap means better health, more jobs for the community and more resources to 
combat the opioid epidemic ravaging our communities. 
 
Impact in Pasquotank County if North Carolina closes its coverage gap:   
 
1. Closing the coverage gap would expand access to affordable care. 

x Approximately 2,382 additional people in Pasquotank County would gain access to coverage.1 
 

2. Closing the coverage gap would create local jobs and help the economy.  
x 74 new jobs in Pasquotank County.1 
x $14,300,000 in Pasquotank County business activity.1 
x $140,400 in new county revenue.1 

3. Closing the coverage gap is necessary to fight the opioid crisis.   
x Hundreds of uninsured local people with substance use disorders could receive treatment.  
x In 2017, there were 8 opioid deaths and 24 emergency department visits for opioid overdose in 

Pasquotank County.2  
x Opioid deaths in Dayton, Ohio have fallen by 54%, thanks largely to closing coverage gap.  
x “Thank God we expanded Medicaid.”— Ohio Gov. John Kasich, 2018 

4. Zero dollars in new state taxes for Pasquotank families.   
x Federal government would pay 90% of costs.  
x Remaining 10% would be funded by a small assessment on hospitals and other health care 

providers. 
x “There's no doubt it's been helpful…We've been able to do it to date without a single New 

Hampshire taxpayer dollar. No state taxes go into it." — New Hampshire Gov. Chris Sununu, 
2017 

 
1 Ku, L., Bruen, B & Brantley, E. (2019). The Economic and Employment Costs of Not Expanding Medicaid in North Carolina: A 2019 Update. 
https://www.conehealthfoundation.com/foundation/nc-medicaid-expansion/ 
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Closing North Carolina’s Coverage Gap 

Pender County 
What is the coverage gap?  
Today, thousands of people in Pender County cannot get health care when they need it because they 
can’t afford health insurance. Many of these people are in the “coverage gap,” meaning their incomes 
are too low to get a subsidy on healthcare.gov, but they don’t qualify for Medicaid.  
 
North Carolina can close its coverage gap by allowing these people to enroll in the Medicaid program.  
Closing the coverage gap means better health, more jobs for the community and more resources to 
combat the opioid epidemic ravaging our communities. 
 
Impact in Pender County if North Carolina closes its coverage gap:   
 

1. s 
3. Closing the coverage gap is necessary to fight the opioid crisis.   

x Hundreds of uninsured local people with substance use disorders could receive treatment.  
x In 2017, there were 15 opioid deaths and 50 emergency department visits for opioid overdose in 

Pender County.1  
x Opioid deaths in Dayton, Ohio have fallen by 54%, thanks largely to closing coverage gap.  
x “Thank God we expanded Medicaid.”— Ohio Gov. John Kasich, 2018 

4. Zero dollars in new state taxes for Pender families.   
x Federal government would pay 90% of costs.  
x Remaining 10% would be funded by a small assessment on hospitals and other health care 

providers. 
x “There's no doubt it's been helpful…We've been able to do it to date without a single New 

Hampshire taxpayer dollar. No state taxes go into it." — New Hampshire Gov. Chris Sununu, 
2017 

 
1 NC Opioid Action Plan Data Dashboard. https://injuryfreenc.shinyapps.io/OpioidActionPlan/ 
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Closing North Carolina’s Coverage Gap 

Perquimans County 
What is the coverage gap?  
Today, thousands of people in Perquimans County cannot get health care when they need it because 
they can’t afford health insurance. Many of these people are in the “coverage gap,” meaning their 
incomes are too low to get a subsidy on healthcare.gov, but they don’t qualify for Medicaid.  
 
North Carolina can close its coverage gap by allowing these people to enroll in the Medicaid program.  
Closing the coverage gap means better health, more jobs for the community and more resources to 
combat the opioid epidemic ravaging our communities. 
 
Impact in Perquimans County if North Carolina closes its coverage gap:   
 
1. Closing the coverage gap would expand access to affordable care. 

x Approximately 792 additional people in Perquimans County would gain access to coverage.1 
 

2. Closing the coverage gap would create local jobs and help the economy.  
x 9 new jobs in Perquimans County.1 
x $1,200,000 in Perquimans County business activity.1 
x $23,300 in new county revenue.1 

3. Closing the coverage gap is necessary to fight the opioid crisis.   
x Hundreds of uninsured local people with substance use disorders could receive treatment.  
x In 2017, there were 1 opioid deaths and 1 to 4 emergency department visits for opioid overdose 

in Perquimans County.2  
x Opioid deaths in Dayton, Ohio have fallen by 54%, thanks largely to closing coverage gap.  
x “Thank God we expanded Medicaid.”— Ohio Gov. John Kasich, 2018 

4. Zero dollars in new state taxes for Perquimans families.   
x Federal government would pay 90% of costs.  
x Remaining 10% would be funded by a small assessment on hospitals and other health care 

providers. 
x “There's no doubt it's been helpful…We've been able to do it to date without a single New 

Hampshire taxpayer dollar. No state taxes go into it." — New Hampshire Gov. Chris Sununu, 
2017 

 
1 Ku, L., Bruen, B & Brantley, E. (2019). The Economic and Employment Costs of Not Expanding Medicaid in North Carolina: A 2019 Update. 
https://www.conehealthfoundation.com/foundation/nc-medicaid-expansion/ 
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Closing North Carolina’s Coverage Gap 

Person County 
What is the coverage gap?  
Today, thousands of people in Person County cannot get health care when they need it because they 
can’t afford health insurance. Many of these people are in the “coverage gap,” meaning their incomes 
are too low to get a subsidy on healthcare.gov, but they don’t qualify for Medicaid.  
 
North Carolina can close its coverage gap by allowing these people to enroll in the Medicaid program.  
Closing the coverage gap means better health, more jobs for the community and more resources to 
combat the opioid epidemic ravaging our communities. 
 
Impact in Person County if North Carolina closes its coverage gap:   
 
1. Closing the coverage gap would expand access to affordable care. 

x Approximately 2,424 additional people in Person County would gain access to coverage.1 
 

2. Closing the coverage gap would create local jobs and help the economy.  
x 120 new jobs in Person County.1 
x $20,200,000 in Person County business activity.1 
x $436,100 in new county revenue.1 

3. Closing the coverage gap is necessary to fight the opioid crisis.   
x Hundreds of uninsured local people with substance use disorders could receive treatment.  
x In 2017, there were 6 opioid deaths and 33 emergency department visits for opioid overdose in 

Person County.2  
x Opioid deaths in Dayton, Ohio have fallen by 54%, thanks largely to closing coverage gap.  
x “Thank God we expanded Medicaid.”— Ohio Gov. John Kasich, 2018 

4. Zero dollars in new state taxes for Person families.   
x Federal government would pay 90% of costs.  
x Remaining 10% would be funded by a small assessment on hospitals and other health care 

providers. 
x “There's no doubt it's been helpful…We've been able to do it to date without a single New 

Hampshire taxpayer dollar. No state taxes go into it." — New Hampshire Gov. Chris Sununu, 
2017 

 
1 Ku, L., Bruen, B & Brantley, E. (2019). The Economic and Employment Costs of Not Expanding Medicaid in North Carolina: A 2019 Update. 
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Closing North Carolina’s Coverage Gap 

Pitt County 
What is the coverage gap?  
Today, thousands of people in Pitt County cannot get health care when they need it because they can’t 
afford health insurance. Many of these people are in the “coverage gap,” meaning their incomes are too 
low to get a subsidy on healthcare.gov, but they don’t qualify for Medicaid.  
 
North Carolina can close its coverage gap by allowing these people to enroll in the Medicaid program.  
Closing the coverage gap means better health, more jobs for the community and more resources to 
combat the opioid epidemic ravaging our communities. 
 
Impact in Pitt County if North Carolina closes its coverage gap:   
 
1. Closing the coverage gap would expand access to affordable care. 

x Approximately 13,082 additional people in Pitt County would gain access to coverage.1 
 

2. Closing the coverage gap would create local jobs and help the economy.  
x 537 new jobs in Pitt County.1 
x $114,900,000 in Pitt County business activity.1 
x $1,863,200 in new county revenue.1 

3. Closing the coverage gap is necessary to fight the opioid crisis.   
x Hundreds of uninsured local people with substance use disorders could receive treatment.  
x In 2017, there were 37 opioid deaths and 86 emergency department visits for opioid overdose in 

Pitt County.2  
x Opioid deaths in Dayton, Ohio have fallen by 54%, thanks largely to closing coverage gap.  
x “Thank God we expanded Medicaid.”— Ohio Gov. John Kasich, 2018 

4. Zero dollars in new state taxes for Pitt families.   
x Federal government would pay 90% of costs.  
x Remaining 10% would be funded by a small assessment on hospitals and other health care 

providers. 
x “There's no doubt it's been helpful…We've been able to do it to date without a single New 

Hampshire taxpayer dollar. No state taxes go into it." — New Hampshire Gov. Chris Sununu, 
2017 

 
1 Ku, L., Bruen, B & Brantley, E. (2019). The Economic and Employment Costs of Not Expanding Medicaid in North Carolina: A 2019 Update. 
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Closing North Carolina’s Coverage Gap 

Polk County 
What is the coverage gap?  
Today, thousands of people in Polk County cannot get health care when they need it because they can’t 
afford health insurance. Many of these people are in the “coverage gap,” meaning their incomes are too 
low to get a subsidy on healthcare.gov, but they don’t qualify for Medicaid.  
 
North Carolina can close its coverage gap by allowing these people to enroll in the Medicaid program.  
Closing the coverage gap means better health, more jobs for the community and more resources to 
combat the opioid epidemic ravaging our communities. 
 
Impact in Polk County if North Carolina closes its coverage gap:   
 
1. Closing the coverage gap would expand access to affordable care. 

x Approximately 1,216 additional people in Polk County would gain access to coverage.1 
 

2. Closing the coverage gap would create local jobs and help the economy.  
x 44 new jobs in Polk County.1 
x $5,800,000 in Polk County business activity.1 
x $102,300 in new county revenue.1 

3. Closing the coverage gap is necessary to fight the opioid crisis.   
x Hundreds of uninsured local people with substance use disorders could receive treatment.  
x In 2017, there were 5 opioid deaths and 13 emergency department visits for opioid overdose in 

Polk County.2  
x Opioid deaths in Dayton, Ohio have fallen by 54%, thanks largely to closing coverage gap.  
x “Thank God we expanded Medicaid.”— Ohio Gov. John Kasich, 2018 

4. Zero dollars in new state taxes for Polk families.   
x Federal government would pay 90% of costs.  
x Remaining 10% would be funded by a small assessment on hospitals and other health care 

providers. 
x “There's no doubt it's been helpful…We've been able to do it to date without a single New 

Hampshire taxpayer dollar. No state taxes go into it." — New Hampshire Gov. Chris Sununu, 
2017 
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Closing North Carolina’s Coverage Gap 

Randolph County 
What is the coverage gap?  
Today, thousands of people in Randolph County cannot get health care when they need it because they 
can’t afford health insurance. Many of these people are in the “coverage gap,” meaning their incomes 
are too low to get a subsidy on healthcare.gov, but they don’t qualify for Medicaid.  
 
North Carolina can close its coverage gap by allowing these people to enroll in the Medicaid program.  
Closing the coverage gap means better health, more jobs for the community and more resources to 
combat the opioid epidemic ravaging our communities. 
 
Impact in Randolph County if North Carolina closes its coverage gap:   
 
1. Closing the coverage gap would expand access to affordable care. 

x Approximately 10,834 additional people in Randolph County would gain access to coverage.1 
 

2. Closing the coverage gap would create local jobs and help the economy.  
x 508 new jobs in Randolph County.1 
x $95,000,000 in Randolph County business activity.1 
x $1,783,300 in new county revenue.1 

3. Closing the coverage gap is necessary to fight the opioid crisis.   
x Hundreds of uninsured local people with substance use disorders could receive treatment.  
x In 2017, there were 47 opioid deaths and 136 emergency department visits for opioid overdose 

in Randolph County.2  
x Opioid deaths in Dayton, Ohio have fallen by 54%, thanks largely to closing coverage gap.  
x “Thank God we expanded Medicaid.”— Ohio Gov. John Kasich, 2018 

4. Zero dollars in new state taxes for Randolph families.   
x Federal government would pay 90% of costs.  
x Remaining 10% would be funded by a small assessment on hospitals and other health care 

providers. 
x “There's no doubt it's been helpful…We've been able to do it to date without a single New 

Hampshire taxpayer dollar. No state taxes go into it." — New Hampshire Gov. Chris Sununu, 
2017 
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Closing North Carolina’s Coverage Gap 

Richmond County 
What is the coverage gap?  
Today, thousands of people in Richmond County cannot get health care when they need it because they 
can’t afford health insurance. Many of these people are in the “coverage gap,” meaning their incomes 
are too low to get a subsidy on healthcare.gov, but they don’t qualify for Medicaid.  
 
North Carolina can close its coverage gap by allowing these people to enroll in the Medicaid program.  
Closing the coverage gap means better health, more jobs for the community and more resources to 
combat the opioid epidemic ravaging our communities. 
 
Impact in Richmond County if North Carolina closes its coverage gap:   
 
1. Closing the coverage gap would expand access to affordable care. 

x Approximately 3,696 additional people in Richmond County would gain access to coverage.1 
 

2. Closing the coverage gap would create local jobs and help the economy.  
x 133 new jobs in Richmond County.1 
x $24,500,000 in Richmond County business activity.1 
x $288,000 in new county revenue.1 

3. Closing the coverage gap is necessary to fight the opioid crisis.   
x Hundreds of uninsured local people with substance use disorders could receive treatment.  
x In 2017, there were 6 opioid deaths and 31 emergency department visits for opioid overdose in 

Richmond County.2  
x Opioid deaths in Dayton, Ohio have fallen by 54%, thanks largely to closing coverage gap.  
x “Thank God we expanded Medicaid.”— Ohio Gov. John Kasich, 2018 

4. Zero dollars in new state taxes for Richmond families.   
x Federal government would pay 90% of costs.  
x Remaining 10% would be funded by a small assessment on hospitals and other health care 

providers. 
x “There's no doubt it's been helpful…We've been able to do it to date without a single New 

Hampshire taxpayer dollar. No state taxes go into it." — New Hampshire Gov. Chris Sununu, 
2017 
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Closing North Carolina’s Coverage Gap 

Robeson County 
What is the coverage gap?  
Today, thousands of people in Robeson County cannot get health care when they need it because they 
can’t afford health insurance. Many of these people are in the “coverage gap,” meaning their incomes 
are too low to get a subsidy on healthcare.gov, but they don’t qualify for Medicaid.  
 
North Carolina can close its coverage gap by allowing these people to enroll in the Medicaid program.  
Closing the coverage gap means better health, more jobs for the community and more resources to 
combat the opioid epidemic ravaging our communities. 
 
Impact in Robeson County if North Carolina closes its coverage gap:   
 
1. Closing the coverage gap would expand access to affordable care. 

x Approximately 13,747 additional people in Robeson County would gain access to coverage.1 
 

2. Closing the coverage gap would create local jobs and help the economy.  
x 616 new jobs in Robeson County.1 
x $97,800,000 in Robeson County business activity.1 
x $1,401,200 in new county revenue.1 

3. Closing the coverage gap is necessary to fight the opioid crisis.   
x Hundreds of uninsured local people with substance use disorders could receive treatment.  
x In 2017, there were 15 opioid deaths and 107 emergency department visits for opioid overdose 

in Robeson County.2  
x Opioid deaths in Dayton, Ohio have fallen by 54%, thanks largely to closing coverage gap.  
x “Thank God we expanded Medicaid.”— Ohio Gov. John Kasich, 2018 

4. Zero dollars in new state taxes for Robeson families.   
x Federal government would pay 90% of costs.  
x Remaining 10% would be funded by a small assessment on hospitals and other health care 

providers. 
x “There's no doubt it's been helpful…We've been able to do it to date without a single New 

Hampshire taxpayer dollar. No state taxes go into it." — New Hampshire Gov. Chris Sununu, 
2017 
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Closing North Carolina’s Coverage Gap 

Rockingham County 
What is the coverage gap?  
Today, thousands of people in Rockingham County cannot get health care when they need it because 
they can’t afford health insurance. Many of these people are in the “coverage gap,” meaning their 
incomes are too low to get a subsidy on healthcare.gov, but they don’t qualify for Medicaid.  
 
North Carolina can close its coverage gap by allowing these people to enroll in the Medicaid program.  
Closing the coverage gap means better health, more jobs for the community and more resources to 
combat the opioid epidemic ravaging our communities. 
 
Impact in Rockingham County if North Carolina closes its coverage gap:   
 
1. Closing the coverage gap would expand access to affordable care. 

x Approximately 5,846 additional people in Rockingham County would gain access to coverage.1 
 

2. Closing the coverage gap would create local jobs and help the economy.  
x 270 new jobs in Rockingham County.1 
x $44,300,000 in Rockingham County business activity.1 
x $699,500 in new county revenue.1 

3. Closing the coverage gap is necessary to fight the opioid crisis.   
x Hundreds of uninsured local people with substance use disorders could receive treatment.  
x In 2017, there were 19 opioid deaths and 73 emergency department visits for opioid overdose in 

Rockingham County.2  
x Opioid deaths in Dayton, Ohio have fallen by 54%, thanks largely to closing coverage gap.  
x “Thank God we expanded Medicaid.”— Ohio Gov. John Kasich, 2018 

4. Zero dollars in new state taxes for Rockingham families.   
x Federal government would pay 90% of costs.  
x Remaining 10% would be funded by a small assessment on hospitals and other health care 

providers. 
x “There's no doubt it's been helpful…We've been able to do it to date without a single New 

Hampshire taxpayer dollar. No state taxes go into it." — New Hampshire Gov. Chris Sununu, 
2017 
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Closing North Carolina’s Coverage Gap 

Rowan County 
What is the coverage gap?  
Today, thousands of people in Rowan County cannot get health care when they need it because they 
can’t afford health insurance. Many of these people are in the “coverage gap,” meaning their incomes 
are too low to get a subsidy on healthcare.gov, but they don’t qualify for Medicaid.  
 
North Carolina can close its coverage gap by allowing these people to enroll in the Medicaid program.  
Closing the coverage gap means better health, more jobs for the community and more resources to 
combat the opioid epidemic ravaging our communities. 
 
Impact in Rowan County if North Carolina closes its coverage gap:   
 
1. Closing the coverage gap would expand access to affordable care. 

x Approximately 9,684 additional people in Rowan County would gain access to coverage.1 
 

2. Closing the coverage gap would create local jobs and help the economy.  
x 367 new jobs in Rowan County.1 
x $74,100,000 in Rowan County business activity.1 
x $1,002,300 in new county revenue.1 

3. Closing the coverage gap is necessary to fight the opioid crisis.   
x Hundreds of uninsured local people with substance use disorders could receive treatment.  
x In 2017, there were 56 opioid deaths and 234 emergency department visits for opioid overdose 

in Rowan County.2  
x Opioid deaths in Dayton, Ohio have fallen by 54%, thanks largely to closing coverage gap.  
x “Thank God we expanded Medicaid.”— Ohio Gov. John Kasich, 2018 

4. Zero dollars in new state taxes for Rowan families.   
x Federal government would pay 90% of costs.  
x Remaining 10% would be funded by a small assessment on hospitals and other health care 

providers. 
x “There's no doubt it's been helpful…We've been able to do it to date without a single New 

Hampshire taxpayer dollar. No state taxes go into it." — New Hampshire Gov. Chris Sununu, 
2017 
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Closing North Carolina’s Coverage Gap 

Rutherford County 
What is the coverage gap?  
Today, thousands of people in Rutherford County cannot get health care when they need it because 
they can’t afford health insurance. Many of these people are in the “coverage gap,” meaning their 
incomes are too low to get a subsidy on healthcare.gov, but they don’t qualify for Medicaid.  
 
North Carolina can close its coverage gap by allowing these people to enroll in the Medicaid program.  
Closing the coverage gap means better health, more jobs for the community and more resources to 
combat the opioid epidemic ravaging our communities. 
 
Impact in Rutherford County if North Carolina closes its coverage gap:   
 
1. Closing the coverage gap would expand access to affordable care. 

x Approximately 4,809 additional people in Rutherford County would gain access to coverage.1 
 

2. Closing the coverage gap would create local jobs and help the economy.  
x 212 new jobs in Rutherford County.1 
x $34,600,000 in Rutherford County business activity.1 
x $459,300 in new county revenue.1 

3. Closing the coverage gap is necessary to fight the opioid crisis.   
x Hundreds of uninsured local people with substance use disorders could receive treatment.  
x In 2017, there were 15 opioid deaths and 42 emergency department visits for opioid overdose in 

Rutherford County.2  
x Opioid deaths in Dayton, Ohio have fallen by 54%, thanks largely to closing coverage gap.  
x “Thank God we expanded Medicaid.”— Ohio Gov. John Kasich, 2018 

4. Zero dollars in new state taxes for Rutherford families.   
x Federal government would pay 90% of costs.  
x Remaining 10% would be funded by a small assessment on hospitals and other health care 

providers. 
x “There's no doubt it's been helpful…We've been able to do it to date without a single New 

Hampshire taxpayer dollar. No state taxes go into it." — New Hampshire Gov. Chris Sununu, 
2017 
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Closing North Carolina’s Coverage Gap 

Sampson County 
What is the coverage gap?  
Today, thousands of people in Sampson County cannot get health care when they need it because they 
can’t afford health insurance. Many of these people are in the “coverage gap,” meaning their incomes 
are too low to get a subsidy on healthcare.gov, but they don’t qualify for Medicaid.  
 
North Carolina can close its coverage gap by allowing these people to enroll in the Medicaid program.  
Closing the coverage gap means better health, more jobs for the community and more resources to 
combat the opioid epidemic ravaging our communities. 
 
Impact in Sampson County if North Carolina closes its coverage gap:   
 
1. Closing the coverage gap would expand access to affordable care. 

x Approximately 5,492 additional people in Sampson County would gain access to coverage.1 
 

2. Closing the coverage gap would create local jobs and help the economy.  
x 97 new jobs in Sampson County.1 
x $20,500,000 in Sampon County business activity.1 
x $379,200 in new county revenue.1 

3. Closing the coverage gap is necessary to fight the opioid crisis.   
x Hundreds of uninsured local people with substance use disorders could receive treatment.  
x In 2017, there were 6 opioid deaths and 31 emergency department visits for opioid overdose in 

Sampson County.2  
x Opioid deaths in Dayton, Ohio have fallen by 54%, thanks largely to closing coverage gap.  
x “Thank God we expanded Medicaid.”— Ohio Gov. John Kasich, 2018 

4. Zero dollars in new state taxes for Sampson families.   
x Federal government would pay 90% of costs.  
x Remaining 10% would be funded by a small assessment on hospitals and other health care 

providers. 
x “There's no doubt it's been helpful…We've been able to do it to date without a single New 

Hampshire taxpayer dollar. No state taxes go into it." — New Hampshire Gov. Chris Sununu, 
2017 

 
1 Ku, L., Bruen, B & Brantley, E. (2019). The Economic and Employment Costs of Not Expanding Medicaid in North Carolina: A 2019 Update. 
https://www.conehealthfoundation.com/foundation/nc-medicaid-expansion/ 
2 NC Opioid Action Plan Data Dashboard. https://injuryfreenc.shinyapps.io/OpioidActionPlan/ 



 
Care4Carolina  

Erica Palmer Smith, Director ● 919.710.0220 ● care4carolina@gmail.com 

 
 
Closing North Carolina’s Coverage Gap 

Scotland County 
What is the coverage gap?  
Today, thousands of people in Scotland County cannot get health care when they need it because they 
can’t afford health insurance. Many of these people are in the “coverage gap,” meaning their incomes 
are too low to get a subsidy on healthcare.gov, but they don’t qualify for Medicaid.  
 
North Carolina can close its coverage gap by allowing these people to enroll in the Medicaid program.  
Closing the coverage gap means better health, more jobs for the community and more resources to 
combat the opioid epidemic ravaging our communities. 
 
Impact in Scotland County if North Carolina closes its coverage gap:   
 
1. Closing the coverage gap would expand access to affordable care. 

x Approximately 2,604 additional people in Scotland County would gain access to coverage.1 
 

2. Closing the coverage gap would create local jobs and help the economy.  
x 120 new jobs in Scotland County.1 
x $21,600,000 in Scotland County business activity.1 
x $247,500 in new county revenue.1 

3. Closing the coverage gap is necessary to fight the opioid crisis.   
x Hundreds of uninsured local people with substance use disorders could receive treatment.  
x In 2017, there were 3 opioid deaths and 12 emergency department visits for opioid overdose in 

Scotland County.2  
x Opioid deaths in Dayton, Ohio have fallen by 54%, thanks largely to closing coverage gap.  
x “Thank God we expanded Medicaid.”— Ohio Gov. John Kasich, 2018 

4. Zero dollars in new state taxes for Scotland families.   
x Federal government would pay 90% of costs.  
x Remaining 10% would be funded by a small assessment on hospitals and other health care 

providers. 
x “There's no doubt it's been helpful…We've been able to do it to date without a single New 

Hampshire taxpayer dollar. No state taxes go into it." — New Hampshire Gov. Chris Sununu, 
2017 

 
1 Ku, L., Bruen, B & Brantley, E. (2019). The Economic and Employment Costs of Not Expanding Medicaid in North Carolina: A 2019 Update. 
https://www.conehealthfoundation.com/foundation/nc-medicaid-expansion/ 
2 NC Opioid Action Plan Data Dashboard. https://injuryfreenc.shinyapps.io/OpioidActionPlan/ 



 
Care4Carolina  

Erica Palmer Smith, Director ● 919.710.0220 ● care4carolina@gmail.com 

 
 
Closing North Carolina’s Coverage Gap 

Stanly County 
What is the coverage gap?  
Today, thousands of people in Stanly County cannot get health care when they need it because they 
can’t afford health insurance. Many of these people are in the “coverage gap,” meaning their incomes 
are too low to get a subsidy on healthcare.gov, but they don’t qualify for Medicaid.  
 
North Carolina can close its coverage gap by allowing these people to enroll in the Medicaid program.  
Closing the coverage gap means better health, more jobs for the community and more resources to 
combat the opioid epidemic ravaging our communities. 
 
Impact in Stanly County if North Carolina closes its coverage gap:   
 
1. Closing the coverage gap would expand access to affordable care. 

x Approximately 3,398 additional people in Stanly County would gain access to coverage.1 
 

2. Closing the coverage gap would create local jobs and help the economy.  
x 205 new jobs in Stanly County.1 
x $35,800,000 in Stanly County business activity.1 
x $615,400 in new county revenue.1 

3. Closing the coverage gap is necessary to fight the opioid crisis.   
x Hundreds of uninsured local people with substance use disorders could receive treatment.  
x In 2017, there were 11 opioid deaths and 66 emergency department visits for opioid overdose in 

Stanly County.2  
x Opioid deaths in Dayton, Ohio have fallen by 54%, thanks largely to closing coverage gap.  
x “Thank God we expanded Medicaid.”— Ohio Gov. John Kasich, 2018 

4. Zero dollars in new state taxes for Stanly families.   
x Federal government would pay 90% of costs.  
x Remaining 10% would be funded by a small assessment on hospitals and other health care 

providers. 
x “There's no doubt it's been helpful…We've been able to do it to date without a single New 

Hampshire taxpayer dollar. No state taxes go into it." — New Hampshire Gov. Chris Sununu, 
2017 
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Closing North Carolina’s Coverage Gap 

Stokes County 
What is the coverage gap?  
Today, thousands of people in Stokes County cannot get health care when they need it because they 
can’t afford health insurance. Many of these people are in the “coverage gap,” meaning their incomes 
are too low to get a subsidy on healthcare.gov, but they don’t qualify for Medicaid.  
 
North Carolina can close its coverage gap by allowing these people to enroll in the Medicaid program.  
Closing the coverage gap means better health, more jobs for the community and more resources to 
combat the opioid epidemic ravaging our communities. 
 
Impact in Stokes County if North Carolina closes its coverage gap:   
 
1. Closing the coverage gap would expand access to affordable care. 

x Approximately 2,577 additional people in Stokes County would gain access to coverage.1 
 

2. Closing the coverage gap would create local jobs and help the economy.  
x 77 new jobs in Stokes County.1 
x $11,100,000 in Stokes County business activity.1 
x $549,300 in new county revenue.1 

3. Closing the coverage gap is necessary to fight the opioid crisis.   
x Hundreds of uninsured local people with substance use disorders could receive treatment.  
x In 2017, there were 19 opioid deaths and 66 emergency department visits for opioid overdose in 

Stokes County.2  
x Opioid deaths in Dayton, Ohio have fallen by 54%, thanks largely to closing coverage gap.  
x “Thank God we expanded Medicaid.”— Ohio Gov. John Kasich, 2018 

4. Zero dollars in new state taxes for Stokes families.   
x Federal government would pay 90% of costs.  
x Remaining 10% would be funded by a small assessment on hospitals and other health care 

providers. 
x “There's no doubt it's been helpful…We've been able to do it to date without a single New 

Hampshire taxpayer dollar. No state taxes go into it." — New Hampshire Gov. Chris Sununu, 
2017 
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Closing North Carolina’s Coverage Gap 

Surry County 
What is the coverage gap?  
Today, thousands of people in Surry County cannot get health care when they need it because they can’t 
afford health insurance. Many of these people are in the “coverage gap,” meaning their incomes are too 
low to get a subsidy on healthcare.gov, but they don’t qualify for Medicaid.  
 
North Carolina can close its coverage gap by allowing these people to enroll in the Medicaid program.  
Closing the coverage gap means better health, more jobs for the community and more resources to 
combat the opioid epidemic ravaging our communities. 
 
Impact in Surry County if North Carolina closes its coverage gap:   
 
1. Closing the coverage gap would expand access to affordable care. 

x Approximately 5,677 additional people in Surry County would gain access to coverage.1 
 

2. Closing the coverage gap would create local jobs and help the economy.  
x 242 new jobs in Surry County.1 
x $48,900,000 in Surry County business activity.1 
x $1,096,500 in new county revenue.1 

3. Closing the coverage gap is necessary to fight the opioid crisis.   
x Hundreds of uninsured local people with substance use disorders could receive treatment.  
x In 2017, there were 14  opioid deaths and 68 emergency department visits for opioid overdose 

in Surry County.2  
x Opioid deaths in Dayton, Ohio have fallen by 54%, thanks largely to closing coverage gap.  
x “Thank God we expanded Medicaid.”— Ohio Gov. John Kasich, 2018 

4. Zero dollars in new state taxes for Surry families.   
x Federal government would pay 90% of costs.  
x Remaining 10% would be funded by a small assessment on hospitals and other health care 

providers. 
x “There's no doubt it's been helpful…We've been able to do it to date without a single New 

Hampshire taxpayer dollar. No state taxes go into it." — New Hampshire Gov. Chris Sununu, 
2017 
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Closing North Carolina’s Coverage Gap 

Swain County 
What is the coverage gap?  
Today, thousands of people in Swain County cannot get health care when they need it because they 
can’t afford health insurance. Many of these people are in the “coverage gap,” meaning their incomes 
are too low to get a subsidy on healthcare.gov, but they don’t qualify for Medicaid.  
 
North Carolina can close its coverage gap by allowing these people to enroll in the Medicaid program.  
Closing the coverage gap means better health, more jobs for the community and more resources to 
combat the opioid epidemic ravaging our communities. 
 
Impact in Swain County if North Carolina closes its coverage gap:   
 
1. Closing the coverage gap would expand access to affordable care. 

x Approximately 1,105 additional people in Swain County would gain access to coverage.1 
 

2. Closing the coverage gap would create local jobs and help the economy.  
x 32 new jobs in Swain County.1 
x $3,900,000 in Swain County business activity.1 
x $36,200 in new county revenue.1 

3. Closing the coverage gap is necessary to fight the opioid crisis.   
x Hundreds of uninsured local people with substance use disorders could receive treatment.  
x In 2017, there were 5 opioid deaths and 33 emergency department visits for opioid overdose in 

Swain County.2  
x Opioid deaths in Dayton, Ohio have fallen by 54%, thanks largely to closing coverage gap.  
x “Thank God we expanded Medicaid.”— Ohio Gov. John Kasich, 2018 

4. Zero dollars in new state taxes for Swain families.   
x Federal government would pay 90% of costs.  
x Remaining 10% would be funded by a small assessment on hospitals and other health care 

providers. 
x “There's no doubt it's been helpful…We've been able to do it to date without a single New 

Hampshire taxpayer dollar. No state taxes go into it." — New Hampshire Gov. Chris Sununu, 
2017 
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Closing North Carolina’s Coverage Gap 

Transylvania County 
What is the coverage gap?  
Today, thousands of people in Transylvania County cannot get health care when they need it because 
they can’t afford health insurance. Many of these people are in the “coverage gap,” meaning their 
incomes are too low to get a subsidy on healthcare.gov, but they don’t qualify for Medicaid.  
 
North Carolina can close its coverage gap by allowing these people to enroll in the Medicaid program.  
Closing the coverage gap means better health, more jobs for the community and more resources to 
combat the opioid epidemic ravaging our communities. 
 
Impact in Transylvania County if North Carolina closes its coverage gap:   
 
1. Closing the coverage gap would expand access to affordable care. 

x Approximately 1,983 additional people in Transylvania County would gain access to coverage.1 
 

2. Closing the coverage gap would create local jobs and help the economy.  
x 71 new jobs in Transylvania County.1 
x $11,700,000 in Transylvania County business activity.1 
x $198,000 in new county revenue.1 

3. Closing the coverage gap is necessary to fight the opioid crisis.   
x Hundreds of uninsured local people with substance use disorders could receive treatment.  
x In 2017, there were 4 opioid deaths and 27 emergency department visits for opioid overdose in 

Transylvania County.2  
x Opioid deaths in Dayton, Ohio have fallen by 54%, thanks largely to closing coverage gap.  
x “Thank God we expanded Medicaid.”— Ohio Gov. John Kasich, 2018 

4. Zero dollars in new state taxes for Transylvania families.   
x Federal government would pay 90% of costs.  
x Remaining 10% would be funded by a small assessment on hospitals and other health care 

providers. 
x “There's no doubt it's been helpful…We've been able to do it to date without a single New 

Hampshire taxpayer dollar. No state taxes go into it." — New Hampshire Gov. Chris Sununu, 
2017 
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Closing North Carolina’s Coverage Gap 

Tyrrell County 
What is the coverage gap?  
Today, thousands of people in Tyrrell County cannot get health care when they need it because they 
can’t afford health insurance. Many of these people are in the “coverage gap,” meaning their incomes 
are too low to get a subsidy on healthcare.gov, but they don’t qualify for Medicaid.  
 
North Carolina can close its coverage gap by allowing these people to enroll in the Medicaid program.  
Closing the coverage gap means better health, more jobs for the community and more resources to 
combat the opioid epidemic ravaging our communities. 
 
Impact in Tyrrell County if North Carolina closes its coverage gap:   
 
1. Closing the coverage gap would expand access to affordable care. 

x Approximately 324 additional people in Tyrrell County would gain access to coverage.1 
 

2. Closing the coverage gap would create local jobs and help the economy.  
x 2 new jobs in Tyrrell County.1 
x $400,000 in Tyrrell County business activity.1 
x $7,100 in new county revenue.1 

3. Closing the coverage gap is necessary to fight the opioid crisis.   
x Hundreds of uninsured local people with substance use disorders could receive treatment.  
x In 2017, there were 0 opioid deaths and 0 emergency department visits for opioid overdose in 

Tyrrell County.2  
x Opioid deaths in Dayton, Ohio have fallen by 54%, thanks largely to closing coverage gap.  
x “Thank God we expanded Medicaid.”— Ohio Gov. John Kasich, 2018 

4. Zero dollars in new state taxes for Tyrrell families.   
x Federal government would pay 90% of costs.  
x Remaining 10% would be funded by a small assessment on hospitals and other health care 

providers. 
x “There's no doubt it's been helpful…We've been able to do it to date without a single New 

Hampshire taxpayer dollar. No state taxes go into it." — New Hampshire Gov. Chris Sununu, 
2017 
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Closing North Carolina’s Coverage Gap 

Union County 
What is the coverage gap?  
Today, thousands of people in Union County cannot get health care when they need it because they 
can’t afford health insurance. Many of these people are in the “coverage gap,” meaning their incomes 
are too low to get a subsidy on healthcare.gov, but they don’t qualify for Medicaid.  
 
North Carolina can close its coverage gap by allowing these people to enroll in the Medicaid program.  
Closing the coverage gap means better health, more jobs for the community and more resources to 
combat the opioid epidemic ravaging our communities. 
 
Impact in Union County if North Carolina closes its coverage gap:   
 
1. Closing the coverage gap would expand access to affordable care. 

x Approximately 9,643 additional people in Union County would gain access to coverage.1 
 

2. Closing the coverage gap would create local jobs and help the economy.  
x 354 new jobs in Union County.1 
x $70,000,000 in Union County business activity.1 
x $1,897,100 in new county revenue.1 

3. Closing the coverage gap is necessary to fight the opioid crisis.   
x Hundreds of uninsured local people with substance use disorders could receive treatment.  
x In 2017, there were 30 opioid deaths and 163 emergency department visits for opioid overdose 

in Union County.2  
x Opioid deaths in Dayton, Ohio have fallen by 54%, thanks largely to closing coverage gap.  
x “Thank God we expanded Medicaid.”— Ohio Gov. John Kasich, 2018 

4. Zero dollars in new state taxes for Union families.   
x Federal government would pay 90% of costs.  
x Remaining 10% would be funded by a small assessment on hospitals and other health care 

providers. 
x “There's no doubt it's been helpful…We've been able to do it to date without a single New 

Hampshire taxpayer dollar. No state taxes go into it." — New Hampshire Gov. Chris Sununu, 
2017 
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Closing North Carolina’s Coverage Gap 

Vance County 
What is the coverage gap?  
Today, thousands of people in Vance County cannot get health care when they need it because they 
can’t afford health insurance. Many of these people are in the “coverage gap,” meaning their incomes 
are too low to get a subsidy on healthcare.gov, but they don’t qualify for Medicaid.  
 
North Carolina can close its coverage gap by allowing these people to enroll in the Medicaid program.  
Closing the coverage gap means better health, more jobs for the community and more resources to 
combat the opioid epidemic ravaging our communities. 
 
Impact in Vance County if North Carolina closes its coverage gap:   
 
1. Closing the coverage gap would expand access to affordable care. 

x Approximately 3,478 additional people in Vance County would gain access to coverage.1 
 

2. Closing the coverage gap would create local jobs and help the economy.  
x 146 new jobs in Vance County.1 
x $28,500,000 in Vance County business activity.1 
x $389,700 in new county revenue.1 

3. Closing the coverage gap is necessary to fight the opioid crisis.   
x Hundreds of uninsured local people with substance use disorders could receive treatment.  
x In 2017, there were 15 opioid deaths and 55 emergency department visits for opioid overdose in 

Vance County.2  
x Opioid deaths in Dayton, Ohio have fallen by 54%, thanks largely to closing coverage gap.  
x “Thank God we expanded Medicaid.”— Ohio Gov. John Kasich, 2018 

4. Zero dollars in new state taxes for Vance families.   
x Federal government would pay 90% of costs.  
x Remaining 10% would be funded by a small assessment on hospitals and other health care 

providers. 
x “There's no doubt it's been helpful…We've been able to do it to date without a single New 

Hampshire taxpayer dollar. No state taxes go into it." — New Hampshire Gov. Chris Sununu, 
2017 
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Closing North Carolina’s Coverage Gap 

Wake County 
What is the coverage gap?  
Today, thousands of people in Wake County cannot get health care when they need it because they 
can’t afford health insurance. Many of these people are in the “coverage gap,” meaning their incomes 
are too low to get a subsidy on healthcare.gov, but they don’t qualify for Medicaid.  
 
North Carolina can close its coverage gap by allowing these people to enroll in the Medicaid program.  
Closing the coverage gap means better health, more jobs for the community and more resources to 
combat the opioid epidemic ravaging our communities. 
 
Impact in Wake County if North Carolina closes its coverage gap:   
 
1. Closing the coverage gap would expand access to affordable care. 

x Approximately 44,911 additional people in Wake County would gain access to coverage.1 
 

2. Closing the coverage gap would create local jobs and help the economy.  
x 4,076 new jobs in Wake County.1 
x $1,101,100,000 in Wake County business activity.1 
x $16,740,600 in new county revenue.1 

3. Closing the coverage gap is necessary to fight the opioid crisis.   
x Hundreds of uninsured local people with substance use disorders could receive treatment.  
x In 2017, there were 113 opioid deaths and 355 emergency department visits for opioid 

overdose in Wake County.2  
x Opioid deaths in Dayton, Ohio have fallen by 54%, thanks largely to closing coverage gap.  
x “Thank God we expanded Medicaid.”— Ohio Gov. John Kasich, 2018 

4. Zero dollars in new state taxes for Wake families.   
x Federal government would pay 90% of costs.  
x Remaining 10% would be funded by a small assessment on hospitals and other health care 

providers. 
x “There's no doubt it's been helpful…We've been able to do it to date without a single New 

Hampshire taxpayer dollar. No state taxes go into it." — New Hampshire Gov. Chris Sununu, 
2017 

 
1 Ku, L., Bruen, B & Brantley, E. (2019). The Economic and Employment Costs of Not Expanding Medicaid in North Carolina: A 2019 Update. 
https://www.conehealthfoundation.com/foundation/nc-medicaid-expansion/ 
2 NC Opioid Action Plan Data Dashboard. https://injuryfreenc.shinyapps.io/OpioidActionPlan/ 
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Closing North Carolina’s Coverage Gap 

Warren County 
What is the coverage gap?  
Today, thousands of people in Warren County cannot get health care when they need it because they 
can’t afford health insurance. Many of these people are in the “coverage gap,” meaning their incomes 
are too low to get a subsidy on healthcare.gov, but they don’t qualify for Medicaid.  
 
North Carolina can close its coverage gap by allowing these people to enroll in the Medicaid program.  
Closing the coverage gap means better health, more jobs for the community and more resources to 
combat the opioid epidemic ravaging our communities. 
 
Impact in Warren County if North Carolina closes its coverage gap:   
 
1. Closing the coverage gap would expand access to affordable care. 

x Approximately 1,510 additional people in Warren County would gain access to coverage.1 
 

2. Closing the coverage gap would create local jobs and help the economy.  
x 21 new jobs in Warren County.1 
x $3,800,000 in Warren County business activity.1 
x $68,000 in new county revenue.1 

3. Closing the coverage gap is necessary to fight the opioid crisis.   
x Hundreds of uninsured local people with substance use disorders could receive treatment.  
x In 2017, there were 0 opioid deaths and 8 emergency department visits for opioid overdose in 

Warren County.2  
x Opioid deaths in Dayton, Ohio have fallen by 54%, thanks largely to closing coverage gap.  
x “Thank God we expanded Medicaid.”— Ohio Gov. John Kasich, 2018 

4. Zero dollars in new state taxes for Warren families.   
x Federal government would pay 90% of costs.  
x Remaining 10% would be funded by a small assessment on hospitals and other health care 

providers. 
x “There's no doubt it's been helpful…We've been able to do it to date without a single New 

Hampshire taxpayer dollar. No state taxes go into it." — New Hampshire Gov. Chris Sununu, 
2017 

 
1 Ku, L., Bruen, B & Brantley, E. (2019). The Economic and Employment Costs of Not Expanding Medicaid in North Carolina: A 2019 Update. 
https://www.conehealthfoundation.com/foundation/nc-medicaid-expansion/ 
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Closing North Carolina’s Coverage Gap 

Washington County 
What is the coverage gap?  
Today, thousands of people in Washington County cannot get health care when they need it because 
they can’t afford health insurance. Many of these people are in the “coverage gap,” meaning their 
incomes are too low to get a subsidy on healthcare.gov, but they don’t qualify for Medicaid.  
 
North Carolina can close its coverage gap by allowing these people to enroll in the Medicaid program.  
Closing the coverage gap means better health, more jobs for the community and more resources to 
combat the opioid epidemic ravaging our communities. 
 
Impact in Washington County if North Carolina closes its coverage gap:   
 
1. Closing the coverage gap would expand access to affordable care. 

x Approximately 814 additional people in Washington County would gain access to coverage.1 
 

2. Closing the coverage gap would create local jobs and help the economy.  
x 13 new jobs in Washington County.1 
x $2,000,000 in Washington County business activity.1 
x $20,100 in new county revenue.1 

3. Closing the coverage gap is necessary to fight the opioid crisis.   
x Hundreds of uninsured local people with substance use disorders could receive treatment.  
x In 2017, there were 0 opioid deaths and 1 to 4 emergency department visits for opioid overdose 

in Washington County.2  
x Opioid deaths in Dayton, Ohio have fallen by 54%, thanks largely to closing coverage gap.  
x “Thank God we expanded Medicaid.”— Ohio Gov. John Kasich, 2018 

4. Zero dollars in new state taxes for Washington families.   
x Federal government would pay 90% of costs.  
x Remaining 10% would be funded by a small assessment on hospitals and other health care 

providers. 
x “There's no doubt it's been helpful…We've been able to do it to date without a single New 

Hampshire taxpayer dollar. No state taxes go into it." — New Hampshire Gov. Chris Sununu, 
2017 

 
1 Ku, L., Bruen, B & Brantley, E. (2019). The Economic and Employment Costs of Not Expanding Medicaid in North Carolina: A 2019 Update. 
https://www.conehealthfoundation.com/foundation/nc-medicaid-expansion/ 
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Closing North Carolina’s Coverage Gap 

Watauga County 
What is the coverage gap?  
Today, thousands of people in Watauga County cannot get health care when they need it because they 
can’t afford health insurance. Many of these people are in the “coverage gap,” meaning their incomes 
are too low to get a subsidy on healthcare.gov, but they don’t qualify for Medicaid.  
 
North Carolina can close its coverage gap by allowing these people to enroll in the Medicaid program.  
Closing the coverage gap means better health, more jobs for the community and more resources to 
combat the opioid epidemic ravaging our communities. 
 
Impact in Watauga County if North Carolina closes its coverage gap:   
 
1. Closing the coverage gap would expand access to affordable care. 

x Approximately 4,398 additional people in Watauga County would gain access to coverage.1 
 

2. Closing the coverage gap would create local jobs and help the economy.  
x 279 new jobs in Watauga County.1 
x $51,600,000 in Watauga County business activity.1 
x $648,500 in new county revenue.1 

3. Closing the coverage gap is necessary to fight the opioid crisis.   
x Hundreds of uninsured local people with substance use disorders could receive treatment.  
x In 2017, there were 2 opioid deaths and 17 emergency department visits for opioid overdose in 

Watauga County.2  
x Opioid deaths in Dayton, Ohio have fallen by 54%, thanks largely to closing coverage gap.  
x “Thank God we expanded Medicaid.”— Ohio Gov. John Kasich, 2018 

4. Zero dollars in new state taxes for Watauga families.   
x Federal government would pay 90% of costs.  
x Remaining 10% would be funded by a small assessment on hospitals and other health care 

providers. 
x “There's no doubt it's been helpful…We've been able to do it to date without a single New 

Hampshire taxpayer dollar. No state taxes go into it." — New Hampshire Gov. Chris Sununu, 
2017 

 
1 Ku, L., Bruen, B & Brantley, E. (2019). The Economic and Employment Costs of Not Expanding Medicaid in North Carolina: A 2019 Update. 
https://www.conehealthfoundation.com/foundation/nc-medicaid-expansion/ 
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Closing North Carolina’s Coverage Gap 

Wayne County 
What is the coverage gap?  
Today, thousands of people in Wayne County cannot get health care when they need it because they 
can’t afford health insurance. Many of these people are in the “coverage gap,” meaning their incomes 
are too low to get a subsidy on healthcare.gov, but they don’t qualify for Medicaid.  
 
North Carolina can close its coverage gap by allowing these people to enroll in the Medicaid program.  
Closing the coverage gap means better health, more jobs for the community and more resources to 
combat the opioid epidemic ravaging our communities. 
 
Impact in Wayne County if North Carolina closes its coverage gap:   
 
1. Closing the coverage gap would expand access to affordable care. 

x Approximately 9,145 additional people in Wayne County would gain access to coverage.1 
 

2. Closing the coverage gap would create local jobs and help the economy.  
x 386 new jobs in Wayne County.1 
x $78,100,000 in Wayne County business activity.1 
x $1,049,600 in new county revenue.1 

3. Closing the coverage gap is necessary to fight the opioid crisis.   
x Hundreds of uninsured local people with substance use disorders could receive treatment.  
x In 2017, there were 19 opioid deaths and 109 emergency department visits for opioid overdose 

in Wayne County.2  
x Opioid deaths in Dayton, Ohio have fallen by 54%, thanks largely to closing coverage gap.  
x “Thank God we expanded Medicaid.”— Ohio Gov. John Kasich, 2018 

4. Zero dollars in new state taxes for Wayne families.   
x Federal government would pay 90% of costs.  
x Remaining 10% would be funded by a small assessment on hospitals and other health care 

providers. 
x “There's no doubt it's been helpful…We've been able to do it to date without a single New 

Hampshire taxpayer dollar. No state taxes go into it." — New Hampshire Gov. Chris Sununu, 
2017 

 
1 Ku, L., Bruen, B & Brantley, E. (2019). The Economic and Employment Costs of Not Expanding Medicaid in North Carolina: A 2019 Update. 
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Closing North Carolina’s Coverage Gap 

Wilkes County 
What is the coverage gap?  
Today, thousands of people in Wilkes County cannot get health care when they need it because they 
can’t afford health insurance. Many of these people are in the “coverage gap,” meaning their incomes 
are too low to get a subsidy on healthcare.gov, but they don’t qualify for Medicaid.  
 
North Carolina can close its coverage gap by allowing these people to enroll in the Medicaid program.  
Closing the coverage gap means better health, more jobs for the community and more resources to 
combat the opioid epidemic ravaging our communities. 
 
Impact in Wilkes County if North Carolina closes its coverage gap:   
 
1. Closing the coverage gap would expand access to affordable care. 

x Approximately 5,597 additional people in Wilkes County would gain access to coverage.1 
 

2. Closing the coverage gap would create local jobs and help the economy.  
x 149 new jobs in Wilkes County.1 
x $28,500,000 in Wilkes County business activity.1 
x $508,600 in new county revenue.1 

3. Closing the coverage gap is necessary to fight the opioid crisis.   
x Hundreds of uninsured local people with substance use disorders could receive treatment.  
x In 2017, there were 13 opioid deaths and 70 emergency department visits for opioid overdose in 

Wilkes County.2  
x Opioid deaths in Dayton, Ohio have fallen by 54%, thanks largely to closing coverage gap.  
x “Thank God we expanded Medicaid.”— Ohio Gov. John Kasich, 2018 

4. Zero dollars in new state taxes for Wilkes families.   
x Federal government would pay 90% of costs.  
x Remaining 10% would be funded by a small assessment on hospitals and other health care 

providers. 
x “There's no doubt it's been helpful…We've been able to do it to date without a single New 

Hampshire taxpayer dollar. No state taxes go into it." — New Hampshire Gov. Chris Sununu, 
2017 

 
1 Ku, L., Bruen, B & Brantley, E. (2019). The Economic and Employment Costs of Not Expanding Medicaid in North Carolina: A 2019 Update. 
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Closing North Carolina’s Coverage Gap 

Wilson County 
What is the coverage gap?  
Today, thousands of people in Wilson County cannot get health care when they need it because they 
can’t afford health insurance. Many of these people are in the “coverage gap,” meaning their incomes 
are too low to get a subsidy on healthcare.gov, but they don’t qualify for Medicaid.  
 
North Carolina can close its coverage gap by allowing these people to enroll in the Medicaid program.  
Closing the coverage gap means better health, more jobs for the community and more resources to 
combat the opioid epidemic ravaging our communities. 
 
Impact in Wilson County if North Carolina closes its coverage gap:   
 
1. Closing the coverage gap would expand access to affordable care. 

x Approximately 6,379 additional people in Wilson County would gain access to coverage.1 
 

2. Closing the coverage gap would create local jobs and help the economy.  
x 268 new jobs in Wilson County.1 
x $58,800,000 in Wilson County business activity.1 
x $695,000 in new county revenue.1 

3. Closing the coverage gap is necessary to fight the opioid crisis.   
x Hundreds of uninsured local people with substance use disorders could receive treatment.  
x In 2017, there were 10 opioid deaths and 35 emergency department visits for opioid overdose in 

Wilson County.2  
x Opioid deaths in Dayton, Ohio have fallen by 54%, thanks largely to closing coverage gap.  
x “Thank God we expanded Medicaid.”— Ohio Gov. John Kasich, 2018 

4. Zero dollars in new state taxes for Wilson families.   
x Federal government would pay 90% of costs.  
x Remaining 10% would be funded by a small assessment on hospitals and other health care 

providers. 
x “There's no doubt it's been helpful…We've been able to do it to date without a single New 

Hampshire taxpayer dollar. No state taxes go into it." — New Hampshire Gov. Chris Sununu, 
2017 

 
1 Ku, L., Bruen, B & Brantley, E. (2019). The Economic and Employment Costs of Not Expanding Medicaid in North Carolina: A 2019 Update. 
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Closing North Carolina’s Coverage Gap 

Yadkin County 
What is the coverage gap?  
Today, thousands of people in Yadkin County cannot get health care when they need it because they 
can’t afford health insurance. Many of these people are in the “coverage gap,” meaning their incomes 
are too low to get a subsidy on healthcare.gov, but they don’t qualify for Medicaid.  
 
North Carolina can close its coverage gap by allowing these people to enroll in the Medicaid program.  
Closing the coverage gap means better health, more jobs for the community and more resources to 
combat the opioid epidemic ravaging our communities. 
 
Impact in Yadkin County if North Carolina closes its coverage gap:   
 
1. Closing the coverage gap would expand access to affordable care. 

x Approximately 2,538 additional people in Yadkin County would gain access to coverage.1 
 

2. Closing the coverage gap would create local jobs and help the economy.  
x 54 new jobs in Yadkin County.1 
x $10,100,000 in Yadkin County business activity.1 
x $301,600 in new county revenue.1 

3. Closing the coverage gap is necessary to fight the opioid crisis.   
x Hundreds of uninsured local people with substance use disorders could receive treatment.  
x In 2017, there were 6 opioid deaths and 56 emergency department visits for opioid overdose in 

Yadkin County.2  
x Opioid deaths in Dayton, Ohio have fallen by 54%, thanks largely to closing coverage gap.  
x “Thank God we expanded Medicaid.”— Ohio Gov. John Kasich, 2018 

4. Zero dollars in new state taxes for Yadkin families.   
x Federal government would pay 90% of costs.  
x Remaining 10% would be funded by a small assessment on hospitals and other health care 

providers. 
x “There's no doubt it's been helpful…We've been able to do it to date without a single New 

Hampshire taxpayer dollar. No state taxes go into it." — New Hampshire Gov. Chris Sununu, 
2017 
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Closing North Carolina’s Coverage Gap 

Yancey County 
What is the coverage gap?  
Today, thousands of people in Yancey County cannot get health care when they need it because they 
can’t afford health insurance. Many of these people are in the “coverage gap,” meaning their incomes 
are too low to get a subsidy on healthcare.gov, but they don’t qualify for Medicaid.  
 
North Carolina can close its coverage gap by allowing these people to enroll in the Medicaid program.  
Closing the coverage gap means better health, more jobs for the community and more resources to 
combat the opioid epidemic ravaging our communities. 
 
Impact in Yancey County if North Carolina closes its coverage gap:   
 
1. Closing the coverage gap would expand access to affordable care. 

x Approximately 1,186 additional people in Yancey County would gain access to coverage.1 
 

2. Closing the coverage gap would create local jobs and help the economy.  
x 32 new jobs in Yancey County.1 
x $4,900,000 in Yancey County business activity.1 
x $95,400 in new county revenue.1 

3. Closing the coverage gap is necessary to fight the opioid crisis.   
x Hundreds of uninsured local people with substance use disorders could receive treatment.  
x In 2017, there were 2 opioid deaths and 11 emergency department visits for opioid overdose in 

Yancey County.2  
x Opioid deaths in Dayton, Ohio have fallen by 54%, thanks largely to closing coverage gap.  
x “Thank God we expanded Medicaid.”— Ohio Gov. John Kasich, 2018 

4. Zero dollars in new state taxes for Yancey families.   
x Federal government would pay 90% of costs.  
x Remaining 10% would be funded by a small assessment on hospitals and other health care 

providers. 
x “There's no doubt it's been helpful…We've been able to do it to date without a single New 

Hampshire taxpayer dollar. No state taxes go into it." — New Hampshire Gov. Chris Sununu, 
2017 
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