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Public Safety Benefits to 
Closing the Coverage Gap 

Health Coverage Increases Access to Community Resources

Access to Mental Health and Substance Use Services Reduces Crime 

Providing people with health coverage provides alternatives to arrest for people struggling with

mental health and substance use disorders.

People struggling with opioid use disorders that have health insurance coverage under Medicaid

are 14  percentage points more likely to receive treatment for their opioid use disorder.
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Health coverage connects people with services, like mental health and substance use treatment,

that reduce the risk of incarceration in the future.

A large proportion of prisoners and jail inmates are affected by mental health problems and

approximately two-thirds struggle with substance use disorders.

According to the U.S. Department of Justice, 56% of state prisoners, 45% of federal prisoners,

and 64% of jail inmates are affected by a mental health problem. 

Improved access to mental health and substance use treatment from closing the coverage gap

has resulted in a 3% decline in crime nationally. 

By preventing crimes caused by unaddressed mental health and substance use problems, law

enforcement can focus their attention on other pressing safety concerns in the community. 
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Reduced Crime Saves Counties Money

Cost savings from closing the coverage gap can be attributed to reductions in new entrants
to the jail and prison system as well as reducing re-incarceration rates.

Keeping people in prisons and jails is expensive. Ohio Governor John Kasich noted that it costs

the state over $22,000/year to keep an individual in prison. Providing people with the mental

health and substance use treatment services they need would only cost a fraction of that. 

Fiscal Year 2014–15, North Carolina spent $6,923 per inmate on healthcare. Closing the

coverage gap would offset $10 million in Department of Public Safety costs per year.
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By closing the coverage gap, the federal government would cover much of
county inmate health care expenses.
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